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It’s a Scrap Month
I was a little apprehensive when I announced that the theme for the August competition would
be “Something made from Re-cycled wood” after it was suggested by member Carole Snell.
However, my fears were unfounded as we had a good response for the competition with 14
entries, 12 of which were made from re-cycled timber - fence posts seem to be popular; even
“tantalised” posts as one member reported - these computer auto-correct systems have got a lot
to answer for!! In particular I must give a mention to John Williams who appears to be on the
road to a record for how many pieces can be made from one Sapele door
On Saturday last the club held its rst
Zoom meeting - thanks to Peter Branson
(left), Isabelle Dawson and Derek Puplett
for organising it. Eighteen people took
part in the meeting which lasted for about
1½ hours when ideas for future meetings
were discussed and members where able to
take part in a “show and tell” session giving
the rest of us an idea of what they are
currently making. John and Lisa (Williams)
were unable to take part in this section as
they “attended” the meeting from their car
whilst en route to Axminster Tools!! (see page 12)
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Wood . . . . . . . . . . . . You Believe It????!!!!
Wood! Who Would have thought it could unite so many people through their various wood
related hobbies. When I see the quality and variety of the work produced each month I am
truly amazed - and I am not the only one! It just goes to prove what can be achieved when
you are willing to take the time to learn, practice and perfect. DDWC is a club that not only
nurtures healthy competition, but insightful instruction and constructive criticism. It provides
a helpful and friendly focus for all things wood related and Woodworms is a brilliant
example of this. We are all grateful to James who has laboured tirelessly to keep us all in
touch with the virtual competitions, quizzes, and Woodworms itself, while we wait patiently
to be able to meet safely.
You will all, no doubt have a favourite wood, maybe more than one, which is always a joy to
work with. Other timbers can be difficult, requiring different techniques and perseverance,
but proving extremely satisfying when the end result is finally achieved. Those projects that
don't work out, can sometimes be turned into something else, find a use in the shed/garage
or end up on the fire - still useful! Of course, as in life, we can all learn a phenomenal
amount from our 'failures' and use our disappointments to spur us on to greater success.
Have you ever thought - a small seed, given the right circumstances, such as an acorn,
falls to the ground and germinates. All by itself, it grows, even though we don't know how,
into a huge tree, which in time, we are able to harvest and use. So although it dies, it then
lives on in another form. The fantastic diversity of things that can and are being made, both
functional and decorative, is phenomenal. Never mind the even greater variety of trees and
the different climates that effect their growth, producing all sorts of colours and grain
patterns! All for us to use and enjoy. Wow!
For this years collaboration competition, I collected a basically boring slab of wood (sorry
John and Lisa) and delivered it to Geoff Dalton's wife. We both agreed that it didn't 'speak'
to us in any way at all, but that when Geoff had finished with it, it would be a thing of
beauty. Having seen the photos, that is certainly true, and I am sure that all the other boring
slabs of wood will have been transformed into beautiful creations also (although not as
beautiful as ours!!).
So WOOD. What Would we do without it. We know what we can do WITH it, but without
it ...... it's such a vital part of our lives in more ways than one.
Enjoy using your wood in whatever way that pleases you - then you can enter next month's
competition and amaze us all! I'm looking forward to seeing your entry!

Liz King
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So What Have You Been Making During Lockdown??
One of my friends who we meet up with on our annual trip to Tenerife is a lifetime Liverpool
FC fan, and has been known to sink the odd pint. I decided to make him a beer glass coaster
encompassing both of these interests; I’ve made a couple before with a certain degree of
success only this time it didn’t go so well. The resin was a di erent brand and when set it had
shrunk quite noticeably from the sides of the coaster (below left). Also, I decided to
“repurpose” a bon-bon dish I’d made some years ago using Burr Elm - BIG mistake!! The resin
ran out of the gaps in the wood and soaked my bench top (hardly noticeable really as it mixed
in with all the beeswax spillages!!). I went on to version 2 and undercut the edge of the “resin
area” so that any shrinkage wouldn’t be so obvious. It seemed to work well the only problem
was I needed a further eleven beer bottle tops so I was forced to empty a case of bottles. Ah
well, someone had to do it

James Sharpe

More on next page . . . . . . . .
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Recycle, recycle, recycle!!
Carole Snell has been recycling old
shelves again. This Green man is carved
from the same old pine shelf as her work
last month. There are two pieces, the
face and the mount so that it can be
used as a place to hang her hat in the
shed while she’s having a tea break.

Peter Fantham made a jug from an old
Oak gate post for the competition; here
we see before and after.
Found one of these in my garden, can
anyone recommend a good insecticide?
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“We’re gonna need a bigger boat”, sorry, I mean shed!

Graham Legg takes delivery of his new
lathe; judging by the size of the transport
the lathe will never t in his shed!!

And Relax . . . . . . . . . .
A few years back Peter Fantham
made a garden pergola, recently he
added the swing bench. All that’s
needed now is a table to
accommodate a cool pint!
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Such a waste!
During recent times Severn Trent Water have been carrying out work to make their vast
estate compliant to the latest fire regulations. As part of this work we were asked to
replace the doors at various sites with new fire doors. At one particular site, (Homesford
WTW, which sits on the side of the River Derwent between Whatstandwell and Cromford
in Derbyshire,) the original doors were solid mahogany (sapele) but were to be replaced
with the new, more modern, laminated type.
On a tour of our yard I noticed one of the lads carrying a large slab of wood to his van, on
closer inspection I realised it was one of the doors from the site, he told me that he was
taking it home to burn it on his log burner as he had with all the others. As you can
imagine I was horrified and stopped him, commandeering it, but not knowing what I
wanted it for.
The slab of wood has sat in my workshop ever since, gradually getting smaller. Below
are just some of the things which have wholly or partly been made using it. They include
my first attempt at segmenting, “I’ll try it with the sapele it didn’t cost me anything” my
first bandsaw work “I’ll just use this, doesn’t matter if it fails”, you get the idea.
I have now finally come to the last usable section, again I have used it in an attempt at
something I have not tried before. You may catch a glimpse of the door in this months
virtual competition, but shush you are not supposed to know who makes what until the
results are published.
All in all, replacing beautifully crafted, bespoke hardwood doors with laminated machine
built ones is “such a waste”. In my case though, on this occasion “maybe not so much”.

John Williams
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There’s more . . . . . . . !!

It e m s m a d e b y Jo h n o u t o f t h e
Mahogany door.

The advantages of easy origami are
two-fold.
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And More . . . . . . . . .!!

Thank you John for this splendid
contribution - just goes to show
that there’s no such thing as “waste
wood
Editor

Whoever said that the de nition of
insanity is doing the same thing
over and over again and expecting
different results has obviously
never had to reboot a computer
—William Petersen

A man rushed into a busy doctor's surgery and shouted, "Doctor! I think I'm shrinking!"
The doctor calmly responded, "Now, settle down. You'll just have to be a little patient”.
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There’s No Such Thing as Waste Wood!! (cont’d)
As someone who was born and raised in
the desolate Lincolnshire Fens just after
WWII, I quickly learned that nothing was
ever thrown away as “it might come in”. I
recall that whenever my father dismantled
any part of the farm buildings, all nails
were withdrawn from the wood, carefully
straightened and saved in a National Dried
M i l k t i n f o r f u t u r e u s e . Wi t h t h i s
“training” I nd it hard to dispose of wood
o cuts and recently I had a light bulb
(that’s something we never had in the Fens,
no mains water either!!) moment when I
raided my “bits box” and cut the wood into
strips about 8mm x 23mm x 120mm. What
was to be the bottom surface was sanded
at as were the edges and then ve pieces
glued onto a piece of (again scrap) 3mm Baltic birch ply. The following day the piece was cut
roughly into a circle, mounted on a wooden chuck using hot melt glue and turned into a disc, face
turned to a smooth nish and nishing through ve grades of Abranet, Yorkshire Grit and then
sealed and polished and we have a drinks coaster at no cost!! Result!!!!

I’m not used to country
living. Ever y time I see
someone with a big marquee
tent in their garden, I don’t
t h i n k ‘ O o o , s o m e o n e ’s
having a nice summer party’.
I think ‘Ooo, someone’s
been murdered’
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DDWC Lockdown meetings - Zooming with Zoom

On Saturday August 1st at 10.00am we inaugurated our very first DDWC Zoom meeting!
We got off to a very good start and there were 18 club members who eventually joined in
with this first meeting. Lisa and John Williams even joined us from a lay-by somewhere on
their way to Axminster Tools!
After attendees had had a bit of chit chat - (we haven't seen each other for 5 months, so
there was a lot of banter and smiling faces) - Derek (vice-chair) welcomed everyone and
brought everyone up-to-date with news from AWGB and the various on-line activities that
were happening and available free to all.
Fortunately there was enough technical assistance to hand to cope with club members
questions about 'muting', 'video', 'chats' and so on. We used a facility called 'breakout
rooms' in Zoom to split into two groups - woodturners and 'the rest'. I don't know what
happened in the woodturners room but we shared some of the items that we’ve been
working on over the past few months.
Here are some examples -

Philip showed his pull-along wheelie toy
continued on next page
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Lisa is looking on
from that lay-by, as
John showed off his
collection of turned
pigs …

…and finally Carole showed us one of her
latest Green Man creations (in profile)

We'd had a few dummy runs during the week before to iron-out any access issues so all
went very smoothly with very few technical problems. Everyone certainly enjoyed the
meeting and it was good to get up-to-date with club members' news and share a few ideas.
We will be arranging the next Zoom session for our usual club meeting time for 10.00am
on Saturday, September 5th. We hope to have a wood turning demonstration organised
as part of that session. We will also do a couple of dummy runs in the week before so that
those still unfamiliar with Zoom can practice getting access - details for this will be issued
nearer the time.
Looking forward, our intension is to buy some AV/IT equipment so that when we do get
back to meeting at Wyaston we will be able to relay activities at our club sessions to
people still isolating at home.

Peter Branson
(DDWC Secretary)

We have been advised that the
Brailsford Ploughing Match
WILL NOT take place this
year
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Yet again . . . . . . . . .We’re gonna need a bigger shed!!!!
As reported earlier, John and Lisa Williams “attended” our August Zoom meeting whilst on
the way to Axminster Tools in Nuneaton. John had got his name on a drum sander, an early
Christmas present, (and anything else he could wangle!) but this left him with a bit of a
problem - how to t everything into his garage. We were told that with a little bit of
reorganising all his machinery could be accommodated, however, I have it on very good
authority that on the way home they called in at The Log Cabin Store in Twycross!!

“Lisa, I really NEED
one of these!”

“You’re coming
home with me!!”

Russian dolls are so full of themselves.
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August Virtual Competition

In rst place we have John Williams with
yet another ne piece of work crafted from
a Sapele door rescued from a skip

S e c o n d p l a c e w a s t a ke n b y He l e n
Richardson with her carving of Koi carp
using part of an old Pine bed frame as her
raw material. She glued aquarium gravel to
the base and then photographed it in front
of her wild life pond giving a very realistic
e ect
Inspired by a Chris Pye book on carving.
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August Virtual Competition cont’
We have a ve-way tie for third place:

One of the Steve Good series of
Stickman patterns chosen by James
Sharpe. Scroll saw work using an
Oak post that had been buried for
40 years.

Another Oak post put to good use by Peter
Fantham to turn this jug.

David Reynolds turned a stool from a pile of
reclaimed timber.
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August Virtual Competition cont’
Dick Potter used a reclaimed Beech table leg to turn
this captive ring goblet

Peter Branson saw a possibility in this Laburnum
o cut and using his pyrography skills added grass and
birds to produce a landscape picture
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August Virtual Competition cont’
Left: a 50 year old fruit bowl given a new
lease of life by Graham Legg. It was recut to remove the dark and tacky varnish
and the Botton re-shaped

Also entered

Below left: greetings card “The Jacobite on
the Glen nnan Viaduct” pyrographed on
textured card and veneer by Liz King
Below: Green man carved from an old Pine
shelf by Carole Snell.
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August Virtual Competition cont’
A ve piece puzzle
which has been made
from old staircase
timber by David
Waldron.
Below: Shannon
Richardson carved
this sh sculpture
from part of an old
Pine bed frame.

A bendy bottle by Derek Puplett who
made use of a spare Tanalised fence post
after being inspired by a gentleman called
Jon Simpson
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August Virtual Competition cont’

Tony Reindorp turned this bowl in Oak
then added a marquetry inlay using Black
American Walnut Burr and Sycamore.

Name

I.D. Recycling Votes Total Position
Bonus
Score

James Sharpe

A

1

2

3

Graham Legg

B

1

0

1

Carole Snell

C

1

1

2

David Waldron

D

1

0

1

Peter Fantham

E

1

2

3

Tony Reindorp

F

0

1

1

Shannon Richardson G

1

1

2

Derek Puplett

H

1

0

1

John Williams

I

1

6

7

Liz King

J

0

1

1

Helen Richardson

K

1

4

5

2

Peter Branson

L

1

2

3

3=

David Reynolds

M

1

2

3

3=

Dick Potter

N

1

2

3

3=

3=

3=

1
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In Memory of Colin Dolby
You may reca that recently the club was contacted by a lady (Lisa Tighe) informing us of the sad death of her
father Colin Dolby. Lisa generously donated wood, books and some hand tools to the club, some of which wi
be sold o later this month to raise cash for charity. We have recently received the fo owing om Lisa
Edito
Colin Dolby
When Dad passed away in June 2020 at the age of 87 we were faced with the enormous task of
sorting a lifetime’s collection of woodworking machines, tools and wood blocks. Fortunately we found
a likeminded group at DDWC who were very happy to help.
Dad grew up in Clowne and lived his whole life in Derbyshire. As a young lad he would hang around
local workshops and watch traditional woodworking skills. He loved these carpentry methods and
tools and developed his own skills so that he could tackle almost any project from construction of
triple-deck bunk beds for a friend needing extra space at home to restoration work on a staircase in
a Grade II listed tower house. His old tools were still in his shed when he died and they will now be
enjoyed by other members of the family.
Dad spent most of his working life at Chesterfield College of Art
where he helped establish the new photography department and
spent the almost 30 years lecturing in photography and design.
When he retired he went to live in Over Haddon in the Peak
District where he was able to spend his free time walking and
enjoying the area he originally knew as a young man out cycling
with his father. He started a new hobby of woodturning and
invested in a lathe, which lived in the entrance hall to the house
for several years while he got around to buying a shed! Dad loved
wood as a raw material and would spend hours working on his
lathe to get the best from each unique piece, often knowing the
specific tree that it came from. The house was full of beautifully
turned pieces and Dad took great pleasure in giving his work
away to friends and family.
It would have pleased Dad to know that the machines and
materials that he could no longer use would find such a good
home with DDWC members and it has helped us as a family to
make this donation to a group that shares his great love of all
things wood.
Lisa Tighe

Samples of Colin’s work
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Your Oldest Tool
In a previous issue you were asked to
submit a picture (and words) of your
favourite tool in your workshop. Have a
look around and let us know what is the
oldest tool that you use. I’ll kick o by
showing (right) a try square ( I always call it
a set square) which belonged to my
grandfather; it was in his tool box when he
built a number of poultry houses on the
farm making it about 110 years old. It’s
survived two world wars and decimalisation
and still works OK!!
Club Contacts
Chairman - Bronagh Cassid

Thanks to the following people who
contributed to this issue:
Peter Branson, Liz King, John Williams,
G ra h a m L eg g , Ca ro l e S n e l l , Pe te r
Fa n t h a m , L i s a Wi l l i a m s , B ro n a g h
Cassidy and to all those who entered the
August Virtual Competition.

Vice-Chairman - Derek Puplett/ John Henbery/
Digby Owe
Secretary - Peter Branso
secretary@ddwc.co.uk
Treasurer - Graham Burk
treasurer@ddwc.co.uk

DATA PROTECTION
Your personal details are held on computer
for the use of DDWC. We only use this
information to run the organisation. If you
would like to know what information we
hold and how we use it, please contact the
Secretary.

Woodworms - Independent newsletter of
Derbyshire Dales Woodcraft Club
Editor/publisher James Sharp
20 Beech Drive
Ashbourne DE6 1H
jsharpe208@gmail.com

Demonstration Co-ordinator - Graham Legg/
Brian Walke
Tools Co-ordinator - Val Branso
Librarian -Roger King/Joe Aker
Competitions C0-ordinator s- Lisa/John Williams

Committee members can be contacted by emailing the addresses above or info@ddwc.co.uk.
Yo u r m e s s a g e w i l l b e f o r w a r d e d t o t h e
appropriate person.
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