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Woodworms
Lockdown Edition

Issue 69 Woodworms

£500-00
Free to
members

Welcome to our “Lockdown” issue of Woodworms, I hope this nds you in good health. So, we
missed the May meeting and although no o cial decision has been made it seems highly likely
that the June meeting will also be a non starter. Unfortunate really as this would have been our
Open Day when we unleash on to the unsuspecting public our multitude of talents ( and hope
to make a few bob for our charity also!!). We must wait and see what the government ruling is
when it comes to July but taking into account the age pro le of club members I would suggest
that many will prefer to continue their life of self isolation
In the meantime please continue to send in photographs of your recent work etc., any short
articles you would like to share etc. etc. and don’t forget to vote in the “virtual” competitions.
At the time of writing 22 people had voted so that leaves 52 people who declare an email
address who haven’t voted!! Why???? All results on page 13
We will be having another virtual competition in June so busy in those sheds, garages etc. and
send in your entry (details of timings etc. will follow shortly
Also, I would love to see photos of anything that you have been making for our next issue
In the meantime - STAY WELL - STAY SAF
Oh, I almost forgot the other lockdown competition winners:
Tidiest Garage - Graham Legg. Tidiest Allotment - Derek Puplett!!!!!
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Something Di erent!
Lisa Williams was given a piece of driftwood for craft purposes and decided to build a
diorama (as you do!). So she raided (when he was out of the house) husband John’s box of
o cuts and set to work producing this scene. The gures are “N” gauge model railway pieces.
Size of piece 20” x 3” x 5” deep.

Lisa - your Blue Peter badge is in the
post! - Ed.

Understanding Engineers 2
To the optimist, the glass is half-full. To the pessimist, the glass
is half-empty.
To the engineer, the glass is twice as big as it needs to be.
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Turning warmer!!
So you want to go into your shed/garage and do a bit of turning (or carving etc.) but its so cold and can you
justify switching on a heater an hour before you begin to bring the temperature up to “comfortable”? Well,
its no longer a problem! Fire up your smart phone and download an app and away you go! Do all your
turning/carving in the warm and from the comfort of your arm chair!

Submitted by

Lisa Williams

Find the Combination to Open the Lock
682 - One digit is correct and in the
right place.
614 - One digit is correct but in the
wrong place
206 - Two digits are correct but both
are in the wrong place
738 - All digits are wrong
380 – One digit is correct but in the
wrong place
Answer on back page
Submitted by

John Williams
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Here’s What Folk Have Been Making During Lockdown

Eltham & District Woodworkers Club
(Melbourne, Australia) member Steve
Hood has kept himself busy while at
home. He’s made a three mirror
kaleidoscope out of Merbau and Red
Gum.
The object carrier and eyepiece are both
free to rotate and held captive with four
hardwood pins. (more photos in next
issue)

Does it remind you of school days and Chemistry
lessons??!! Rack made to tidy up scrollsaw blade
storage by James Sharpe using screw topped
plastic test-tubes from Amazon (£7.99 x 12)

Another shelf unit in addition to the
one in the competition (April) from
the scrollsaw of Terry Lethbridge
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The Birth of a King sher
Jan Bartlett entered her King sher carving in the April competition, here we see stages in its
completion.

Marquetry Magic

One day, you’ll be able to tell your
grandkids, “I survived The Great
Toilet Paper Shortage of 2020”

Tony Reindorp has been working on these
marquetry panels which illustrates a traditional Arabesque design. The veneers are
xed on an MDF baseboard. Bottom board
veneer is Birds Eye Maple and measures
53cm. x 22cm.
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Is there a Seamstress in the House??
Brian Walker has been
crafting seam rippers for
ladies who sew both here
and abroad.
The kits were obtained via
eBay and then it was
discovered that the retailer
is actually based in
Bakewell! Helen and Chris
Grindey trade under the
name Fun-E-Turnz and have
a comprehensive selection
of pen making paraphernalia
in their online catalogue. As
an alternative the handles
can be made “double ended”
(see below); in either
example the sharp tool
reverses after use into the
handle for safety

Understanding

Engineers 2

To the optimist, the glass is half-full. To the pessimist, the glass is half-empty.
To the engineer, the glass is twice as big as it needs to be.
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First Start with a Beaded Box . . . . . . . . . . . .
Derek Puplett entered a beaded box in the April competition and then thought he could turn
the beaded box into a basket illusion box, which would be even better. In his words, “the burning
and colouring proved more di cult than I thought. An example of what not to do with a pretty
little box.” (Ed.- or so he says, looks OK to me)

If at rst you don't succeed, skydiving is
probably not for you.
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World Book Day at Alderwasley Hall College
In early December 2019, our intrepid “Four Musketeers” ventured out to Alderwasley Hall College, and on this
occasion, the purpose of our visit was to work with a considerable number of SEND students, celebrating,
“World Book Day.” As with all visits, there had already taken place a good planning meeting, with Chris Ollett
(Head of ICT and Technology). We were informed that the chosen theme for the day, across the school, was to
be “Harry Potter.”
David Reynolds and Brian Walker both fancied themselves as a bit of a wizard, but they were unable to keep up
with Derek Puplett, who proved to be full of inspiration, wit (?) and charm (I think Derek was wishing himself
onto Platform 9 ¾, to get to Hogwarts).
Our planned and prepared wood supplies included blanks to make “Harry Potter” wands and “Harry Potter”
coasters. Professor Dumbledore (aka Derek) had already carried out a brilliant job, by preparing a large supply
of coasters already stamped with “Harry Potter” characters, ready for our Pyrography session.
We were able to use all three of our Club mini lathes at the same time, plus the school also had one really good
Axminster lathe. With four lathes running, we were able to accommodate a fair number of students in one session during the morning. Our key aims were, a) H&S requirements at all times, b) delivering the same messages and techniques with regards to woodturning to all students, i.e. the ABC of woodturning (Anchor, Bevel,
Cut), c) lots of fun and enjoyment, and d) for all students to take home their wands and/or coasters.
As with any lesson, students work and learn at different paces. Some were able to grasp the key concepts and
gain confidence quite quickly, whilst others needed a little more time to complete their task. Derek, David and
Brian adapted their teaching styles very quickly, according to the needs of each student. (This is known as
“Differentiation by outcome” in the teaching trade!).
By lunch time we had worked with a good many students, and were ready for another of those lovely lunches
that the College provides. The morning went by very quickly, without even having the time for a cup of tea!
(Not true! We had bacon butties as well!)
The afternoon session placed several of us out of our comfort zone, since we switched to Pyrography, and
worked with some much younger students, and lots of them! Derek was an absolute natural. He spent ages
with one student, patiently listening to her long and drawn out life history, whilst she was busy working on her
coaster. Derek now talks with an American accent, copying his student!
Our final session was to teach a smaller number of students how to make their wands. Once again, differentiation was required, with some students working and learning faster than others. David, Brian and Derek were
brilliant, showing great skill, knowledge and patience.
By the end of the day we were all reasonably tired, having worked fairly non-stop. BUT the rewards for teaching are enormous. Well done you Musketeers!

Alexandre Dumas
(alias Graham Legg)
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Pictures of Day at Alderwasley Hall College

Birthday Wishes
It was recentl y Greg Holmes’ wife’s
birthday and the lockdown caused him a bit
of a dilemma as he usually bought her
owers. But, not to be outdone, Greg did
what any loving woodworking husband would
do - he recycled some wood, found some
paint and produced some sun owers for his
good lady. They stand about 3 feet tall and
add a splash of colour to the border.
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A Tale of Three Handles (NOT Fork Handles)
Some years ago I broke the handle of a sledge hammer while putting some posts in the garden. The
head sat in the garage with me having odd attempts to get the handle out of it. It should have been
simple to just drill it out, but it was complicated by the presence of two steel wedges. I recently
managed to get it out and sat the head on the top of the new shaft and found that the hole was much
smaller than the size of the shaft.
I started to saw down the handle and then thought that it would be better to use a rasp, which reminded
me that I bought two tungsten carbide rasps at one of the bird carving shows in Bakewell some years
ago, but they came without handles. They were so uncomfortable to use that I had put them away until I
had time to fit handles. Now seemed to be a good time.
I remembered Brian
Cockerill's demo last
August and looked up the
copy of Woodworms to
brush up on the details.
James still had the notes
that Brian left us and sent
me a copy. He cut a
22mm copper solder-less
connector to make two
ferrules but I didn't have
any. However, I did have some 22mm copper tube, so I cut two short lengths using a junior hacksaw.
This was a mistake because I didn't get a very straight cut and produced very rough edges. I should
have used my 22mm pipe cutter which produces a nice smooth rounded cut, although it does bend the
ends inwards and they need filing to get to the correct inside diameter again.
A long time ago I bought an unidentified piece of wood from the Club's boxes for a mere £1.50. I didn't
have a use for it at the time but it looked as if it would come in handy in the future and now it has. I
decided that I could get two rasp handles out of it and set it up the lathe. After taking the worst of the
square edges off I marked the centre line with a thin

parting gouge, marked the position of the tubes
and turned down to the correct diameter, using a
pair of calipers to measure the inside diameter of
the pipe and transfer it to handles. Then I began
shaping the handles and turned a taper at each
end to fit into my 4 Jaw chuck.
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When I was satisfied that I had turned the handles to
the same shape I separated them and inserted one into
the jaws of the chuck. Following James' article I drilled
a hole for the end of the circular rasp using increasing
diameter drill bits to match the profile of the round rasp
and reduce the risk of splitting when the tail was driven
into the hole.
I removed the jaws and gripped the ferrule end in the
chuck then turned off the tapered end and sanded
through the grades to get a smooth finish. Two coats of
Chestnut Hard Wax Oil sealed and gave a nice feel to
the handle. I was unsure what to fix the ferrule on with
but decided to use the tube of Evostick Serious Glue
which I bought at Tiny Turners' Christmas Bauble
demo. (That's another project that's still sitting in the
cupboard). The indentations that the chuck had made
meant that there was plenty of room for the glue to
move when I pushed the ferrule on. After fitting the
ferrule and hammering in the round rasp there was a
small crack in the end but the ferrule had stopped it
opening up with disastrous results.
I repeated the process with the second handle and was
disappointed to find that the copper tube was not the
tight fit that I thought I had achieved. In addition to
drilling the holes into the handle I used a small palm
chisel to increase the width of the hole at the top to
match the rectangular profile of the flat rasp and after
fitting the looser ferrule hammered in the rasp. The
wood split quite badly because the ferrule wasn't a tight
fit but both handles stayed on without the need for
glue.
The next stage is to use them to shape the handle of
the sledge hammer, but that's another story.

Roger King
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SEND Project Success
Congratulations to Brian Walker, David Reynolds and Derek Puplett. Our “Three Musketeers” have
been successful in securing a £1,000 grant from Derbyshire County Council, for their continued work
with SEND Young People (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities).
Over the last year we have taken a great deal of time and effort, working with a number of SEND
students at Alderwasley Hall College. Our efforts have paid off. We applied to DCC for a grant to buy
woodturning equipment. The bid stated that we would work with any group of SEND Young People.
Inclusion of vulnerable groups is a key priority for DCC (and other Local Authorities).
Our bid was made as DDWC, and originally included all woodcraft disciplines, across our local
community. We were invited to re-submit our bid with a sole focus on woodturning and SEND Young
People, rather than a wider community-based project. Some months later, we have been successful.
During our last session at Alderwasley Hall College (early December), we received an unannounced
visit from a DCC Inclusion Team colleague. She was truly amazed at the quality of care, enthusiasm
and sharing of skills that Brian, David and Derek were able to provide to a good number of SEND
students. (You can read about this visit to the College in a separate article that was based around “World
Book Day” - see Page 8).
The original bid was to request £500 of grant support. The re-vamped bid (with DCC advice) was to ask
for £1,000. There are strict guidelines as to how the funding can be used, and all expenditure must
follow the statements made within the bid. This is perfectly normal for such bids.
For the future, and before we spend any of the grant, we are now seeking a significant “Matched
Funding” sponsor, such as Turners Retreat, Axminster, Record Power etc. If successful, we will have
£2,000 of sponsorship to support our project. This type of support within the business community, is
known as “Community Enterprise, or “Social Enterprise.” Many companies have a policy and/or
statement about such work. We need to find a company that likes what we are doing, and would enjoy
sponsoring us.
If you wish to be involved in this project, or if you have any suggestions as to a matched funding
sponsor, please contact Graham Legg.

Graham Legg
(Thanks also to Graham who has been the driving force behind this project - Ed.)
Understanding

Engineers 3

What is the di erence between mechanical engineers and civil engineers?
Mechanical engineers build weapons. Civil engineers build targets.
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May Virtual Competition
Just for a change members were invited to submit “their favourite piece” so it didn’t matter whether it was made last week or ten years ago, the twelve month rule was deleted on this occasion
There were 16 entries and 22 members saw t to cast a vote. There will be a similar competition in
lieu of the June meeting, we will revert to the 12 month rule for this competition. Please note that
once we are “back to normal” you may enter a piece in the monthly meeting competition although
you may have entered it in a virtual competition
Additionally it is hoped to mount a display of all virtual competition entries at a meeting before,
hopefully, too long
Congratulation to David Waldron on his entry - no need for a recount as David polled 41% of
the votes for his sewing table to secure First place.

In second place was Greg Holmes with his
box carved from a solid Oak post - he didn’t
say how many times he had to sharpen his
tools!
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May Virtual Competition cont’d
There was a tie for this place between
Liz King’s pyrographed entry and Tony Reindorp’s square bowl with marquetry detail.

Other items entered, again in no particular order, were:

Graham Legg’s plate turned from
(Australian) Red Malee burr.

Scrollsawn picture in Baltic Birch ply
and recycled garden seat (!) from
James Sharpe.

:
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May Virtual Competition cont’d
John Williams produced a very attractive
box using Poplar, Olive Ash and Sapele

There’s a new Hat Man in town - entry
from Peter Fantham using Alder.

Left: Bird carving by
Jan Bartlett and
Right: an urn turned
in Spalted Beech and
ebonised Sycamore
from Derek Puplett

,
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May Virtual Competition cont’d

Above: Mother and Child carving in Ash
from Peter Blair.
Below: Five drawer treasure chest in Teak
and Maple from David Reynolds.

Above: Marquetry picture by
Terry Cambridge

Rocking horse in Pine from Digby Owen
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May Virtual Competition cont’d
Right: carving showing pretty much how a lot of us
feel right now from Carole Snell
Below right : long stemmed goblet in Sycamore from
Dick Potter

Place

Name

Votes

1

David Waldron

9

2

Greg Holmes

4

3=

Liz King

2

3=

Tony Reindorp

2

Graham Legg

0

James Sharpe

0

Peter Fantham

0

John Williams

0

Jan Bartlett

1

Derek Puplett

0

Peter Blair

0

Terry Cambridge

0

Dick Potter

1

David Reynolds

1

Digby Owen

1

Carole Snell

1
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Huge thanks to the following people who
contributed to this issue: Lisa Williams, John
Williams, Terry Lethbridge, Steve Hood
(Australia), Jan Bartlett, Tony Reindorp, Brian
Walker, Derek Puplett, Graham Legg, Greg
Holmes, Roger King; you made my job a
whole lot easier!
If you’ve been making something during this
di cult period then please send me a photo(s)
and a few words. Ive already got some from
the Hon. Member for Tamworth , thanks
Pete
Edito
Club Contacts
Chairman - Bronagh Cassid

Vice-Chairman - Derek Puplett/ John Henbery/
Digby Owe
Secretary - Peter Branso
secretary@ddwc.co.uk

Combination Lock Answer - 042

DATA PROTECTION
Your personal details are held on computer
for the use of DDWC. We only use this
information to run the organisation. If you
would like to know what information we
hold and how we use it, please contact the
Secretary.

Woodworms - Independent newsletter of
Derbyshire Dales Woodcraft Club
Editor/publisher James Sharp
20 Beech Drive
Ashbourne DE6 1H
jsharpe208@gmail.com

Treasurer - Graham Burk
treasurer@ddwc.co.uk
Demonstration Co-ordinator - Graham Legg/
Brian Walke
Tools Co-ordinator - Val Branso
Librarian -Roger King/Joe Aker
Competitions C0-ordinator s- Lisa/John Williams

Committee members can be contacted by emailing the addresses above or info@ddwc.co.uk.
Yo u r m e s s a g e w i l l b e f o r w a r d e d t o t h e
appropriate person.
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