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Once again an intrepid band of club members headed off to the show site at Longford to
set up the club stand in the Craft Tent. It started so well, it wasn’t raining, and then we
arrived at the tent to be greeted by our Chairman with the words “We have a problem FREE TO MEMBERS
chaps, they haven’t given us a table!”. In the words of Corporal Jones, “Don’t panic!” so
two people set off to locate someone in authority while the rest of us guarded our gear.
Luckily, one of the team spotted a steward passing by and explained that we hadn’t been given a table and
he pointed out some spare tables which he suggested we use so we quickly commandeered three of them
and set them into place. The tables were pretty much dressed when our search and rescue team returned
with “someone in authority” who declared that we should be in the “stick tent” but would allow us to remain
where we were.
Generally in the past we have struggled for help on the stand but this year it was a pleasure to see so
many helpers turn up; such were the numbers that it was possible to let people go off and actually see the
show.
Breakfast was provided by our Chairman (such a good man!) - bacon cobs and tea/coffee and then it was
down to business greeting the public and telling them what DDWC was all about. Roger King had a space
where he was able to do some carving and Liz King demonstrated pyrography with her gas fired tool. We
took along the charity lucky dip
which we had used on Open
Day and Chris Carlton-Bull and
Joe Akers prised money out of
the public while spending their
time whittling wood in quiet
moments. They were assisted
in the afternoon by Carole
Snell who brought along some
carving to entertain the visitors.
In total we raised £49 for
Orchid, the club’s nominated
charity this year.
Some of the club members entered pieces in the woodturning competition held in the stick tent and while
the success rate wasn’t up to our usual standard we came away with a first and a fourth. See page 11. In
conclusion, could I thank all members who helped out on the stand on the day, especially our Chairman
who provided breakfast!!! Splendid fellow!!
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September Meeting

The September meeting was hands-on and as the month’s “supplementary attraction”, member David
Reynolds talked about and demonstrated how he makes lace bobbins.
David introduced his demonstration with a brief history of lace making and explained that early bobbins
were made from bone and wood. He explained that the wooden bobbins needed to be close grained, and
there were a variety of bobbin styles. The style of bobbin that David makes is known as “The East
Midlands” bobbin.
David then went on to demonstrate the art of producing lace makers bobbins using Tulip Wood and
laminated Ebony, including one bobbin with a spiral. Other designs can include, in-lays, laminates and the
use of acrylics.
Note that David uses only a 20mm Roughing out Gouge, a 12mm Skew Chisel and a 6mm Spindle Gouge.
David’s demonstration was supported by some fine examples of lace made by his line manager, Mrs.
Ruth Reynolds!

Graham Legg

Lace makers bobbins produced by
David during the course of his
demonstration.
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September Meeting - Display of Members’ Work
For the benefit of new members, a word of explanation. For a couple of years it has been customary for
some members to display a small selection of their work. The idea of this is to give other members ideas
and stimulate discussion about the exhibits. Members are “chosen” by working through the membership
list and a block of six are invited to display at the next hands-on. If you are one of those receiving the
invite, don’t be shy but bring along up to six pieces of your work.; we’re interested to see what you have
been making and no one is going to criticise you, other people might learn something and in discussion
you might pick up a few useful tips for next time.
Left: Work displayed by Roger (carving and
turning) and Liz (pyrography) King. At the
right and below left we see Philip Jones’
work - see overleaf for more!
Below: Graham Legg is giving everyone a
pen for Xmas!

Below: Philip Jones’s mice fridge magnets.

A prospective husband in a book store “Do you have a book called, ‘Husband – Master of the
House’?
Sales Girl : “Sir, Fiction and Comics are on the 1st floor!”.
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September Meeting cont’d.
Roger King’s carving group continues to attract new
members (left) while his wife Liz won’t be outdone as her
pyrography group flourishes. (below)

Philip Jones
stamping out
mouse ears
(Yes, really!) for
his
fridge
magnets.

Left: And they say its the women who spend their
time talking!!!

Below: One of Terry Plews “ship in a
bottle” models approaching completion
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Masters’ Competition - September 2017
The theme for the month was “a paper knife/letter opener”

A splendid example from Richard Hagues
featuring a sword and scabbard using
Holly, Mahogany and “a bit of ply”
In second place was James Sharpe’s
entry who has clearly been getting in
some practice with his scrollsaw on a
piece of Ash.

In third place, (left) was Dick Potter’s entry
which used Laburnum.

It was good to see such a good turnout on the competition
tables this month and what must be a record proportion of
entrants following the theme. A total of 17 member entries
were on display and of these, 14 followed the theme of a
paper knife/letter opener.
The entries also provided plenty of opportunity for discussion
amongst other members (left).
(Good to see former member and past chairman, Peter
Rutter, back in the fold. Ed.)
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Members’ Competition - September 2017
First place (left) went to John Williams with
his entry which used Walnut and Beech.
In second place (below) was Derek Puplett
using Cherry and Mahogany and
displaying his artistic side with a bit of
pyrography.

The third spot on the podium was a bit
crowded with four members on an equal
number of points.

Above, we have Gregory Holmes who used
Rose, tying in well with the rose decoration.
Right, was the marquetry entry by David
Waldron.

Above we have an entry from Tony
Reindorp who used Ash and wrapped a
Lacewood veneer around the handle.

John Rowan’s entry in Lime caught the
eye of several people who want to
meet the model!!!

6

NEWSLETTER OF THE DERBYSHIRE DALES WOODCRAFT CLUB

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017

Members’ Competition - September 2017 continued

Also entered starting above and moving clockwise:
Graham Legg (Mahogany); Mike Browning (Plum);
Roger King (Spalted Beech); Peter Branson (Lime);
John Waring; Tina Shinner (Beech); Liz King (Lime);
Carole Snell (Lime) and finally an entry from visitor
Terry Murtah in Lime.
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The Birth of a Pyrographer . . . . or How my burning Ambitions Began!
by Liz King
You won’t be surprised to learn that it all started with Bob Neill, or rather his wife. It all began when I was
visiting Springfields Woodworking Show in Spalding in 2011 with
Roger, my husband. I’ve always loved and been interested in
wood, the different grains and colours, (my Dad was a carpenter
and joiner) as well as all the
tools.
However, at these
shows there is always more to
hold Roger’s interest than
mine, and so, on seeing that
the pyrography stall gave me a
chance to “have a go” for 50p ,
and a sit down, I said I’d be
fine for the next half hour! So I
started on the “repetitive
rabbits” after which I was
allowed to progress to my
chosen coaster “poppy”
design. Bob’s wife was very
encouraging and helpful, and I could see from what other people
had done, that my work wasn’t too bad and, more importantly, I
was really quite enjoying it!
I’ve always had a fondness for sketching and shading with different grades of pencils, but never felt I was
any good with colour. I realised that pyrography was a similar skill, using light and dark shades to create a
3D image. There was much to admire in Bob’s work, even though abstract designs are not always to my
taste. Whilst chatting to Bob and his wife (between other enquirers), he laid out all sorts of possibilities
and explained about different wires and nibs. I then remembered that way back in the ’70’s Roger and I
had bought a wooden pyrography clock (left)
from the owners of Janik (who supplied
pyrography machines) in North Wales. Being
on the kitchen wall, the wood and pyrography
had faded over time and I realised that this
would give me a good project to rework the
design should I splash out and buy myself a
Peter Childs pyrography machine.
Or
perhaps I should say, it would make a good
excuse for what I had already decided I
wanted to do! After all, why should the men
come away from these shows with all the
goodies! So Bob supplied me with a machine
and some more blanks to practice on and I
was all set to get started.
This then is how I began. I learnt a lot from
following someone else’s lines, but of course
as my confidence grew I started adding more of my own. I loved the fact that I could use different levels of
heat to create shading effects. I even found one or two “lines” that were in fact only pencil - not surprising
when you are working commercially. In the end, I spent quite a time on this, and as you can see there
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were plenty of ivy leaves to practice on!
We had some Leylandii branches which had been cut into discs with the bark attached and so this was my
next project, the little Wren, which people seem to love. I
regret now that I didn’t sand it sufficiently to remove the saw
marks from being visible, but here’s a good lesson to learn,
and a handy hint - don’t point out your mistakes to other
people, they may not see them! And even if they do, they
may offer good advice !!
My way of working is to start with a low temperature, a light
touch, because when you have all the main lines
pyrographed in the wood, you can then go over them again
making them darker and creating shading and shadows. It
really is just a matter of familiarising yourself with the
different effects of the wire and heat. But stick to what
works for you, oh yes, and be confident - you need to make
your “mistakes” into positives, working out how to make that
blob meaningful! I find that time spent sanding the wood,
using different grades of Abranet, is time well spent. Good
quality and the correct type of wood is essential. I have bought wood in various shops, thinking I can
pyrography on them, only to find it has a hard and soft grain, making it very difficult and frustrating to work
with. Sycamore is very good, and can be purchased in various pre-cut blanks and blocks. Nicola Godber,
who came to our Open Day, is a great contact to know and very accommodating!
(www.dimensionsdesigns.co.uk).
I love to use the grain as much as possible to
be part of the picture, so when I see wood that
“speaks to me” I buy it, and then find a picture
that enhances it. We were at Yandles Show in
Somerset a few years ago and I saw a
pyrographer there who used wood in this way.
She loved trees, and so used the wood grain to
suggest hills and valleys and just put groups of
trees where appropriate - very effective, and
commercially cost effective too, there were
plenty of admirers and buyers! Yandles is
where I bought the large piece of Cedar that I
did the Barn Owl on, and also a couple of
planks of Tulipwood, which I used for my
Lapwing and my “work in progress’, a Moose standing in the river!
As with any craft work, there comes a point of knowing when to stop so as not to spoil what you have
already done! I find it useful to put the work somewhere I can keep looking at it so I can then see areas
which need reworking etc. The final touch is to sign the work, and maybe to put the date and wood type,
and occasionally a title!
I hope this is helpful. Be encouraged by what you achieve and don’t be afraid to put your work in the
monthly competition. It’s not always about winning (although that would be brilliant!) - it’s about being part
of a caring club that has a lot of knowledge and advice to give, and its how we all learn!

Liz King
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Members’ Competition - October 2017

Once again there was some truly inspirational
pieces on the Members’ Open table. In first place
was David Waldron’s lakeside scene (above);
second spot taken by John Williams and his
segmented bowl (why take the easy route when
there’s a hard one!!!!????); and in third place was
newcomer Joe Akers and his necklace.
Also entered ( in no particular order) was (below
left) Derek Puplett’s Finial box in Spalted Beech
and Wenge; Roger King’s pen; while Graham
Legg was
going
all
cockney with
apples and
pears me old
china in Olive
and Ash.
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Members’ Competition cont’d - October 2017

Also entered (clockwise from top left): John
Waring’s goblet in painted Sycamore; carved
Oak box from Greg Holmes; carved moggy in
Plum by Carole Snell and last but not least,
bowl in Olive by Val Branson.

Brailsford Show success!!

Right - members Derek Puplett and
Richard Hagues landed a First and a
Fourth respectively
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Masters’ Competition - October 2017

In first place with his scroll saw offering in Walnut was James
Sharpe - looks like all that practice, swearing and broken
blades is beginning to pay off!! Richard Hagues should have
no difficulty in knowing what day it is now with the aid of his
perpetual calendar and clock crafted from ply and Sycamore.
Making a welcome return was Tom Livesey with his banded
bowl in Walnut.
Also entered was Dick Potter’s candle holder in Yew.

Did you like the article on pages 8/9? How did you
start your hobby? Let us know, we’ve all got a story
inside us and people love to hear it. Get in touch with
the Editor, a space has been reserved for YOU in
the next issue.
12

NEWSLETTER OF THE DERBYSHIRE DALES WOODCRAFT CLUB

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017

October Meeting - Mick Hanbury
Mick had a career as a carpenter and joiner later moving into cabinet making which was to spawn
woodturning as a by product. His employers were forced to outsource some finishing parts for certain
items (China cabinets, fire surrounds) and on one occasion when Mick went to collect these items it was
discovered that they weren’t ready; whilst kicking his heels he had a look at the machinery (lathes) used to
produce the order and thought “I could do that!” The rest, as they say is history. He took some instruction
from Keith Rowley and for the next 20 years spent, as he puts it, making shavings. He now concentrates
on colouring wood, a practice which is still frowned upon in some areas!
Mick was using the club’s new lathe commencing its maiden voyage by mounting a Sycamore blank. He
placed emphasis on lathe speed versus safety when the blank is
unbalanced and body position and movement. Using a ½” bowl
gouge he created the desired shape of his bowl and progressed to
sanding the surface using a power sander which produces a better
finish as there’s no chance of forming concentric rings; he then
applied a compound wax (Yorkshire Grit) burnished with a cloth
and then sanded again, this time “by hand”. This action has a
twofold purpose, it makes the dust heavier and less prone to create
a dust/breathing hazard and also fills the holes in the wood
producing a better finish. Finally, the bowl exterior was burnished
with tissue paper to remove the oil content of the wax compound
finish. The lathe was set to a slow speed and the bowl sprayed
using matt black paint; two or three coats were applied so that the
result was truly black and not dark grey. Over this colour he sprayed
a layer of ebonising lacquer, dried it with a hairdryer and then added
a coat of acrylic lacquer (he uses car lacquer ex eBay as its
considerably cheaper than branded lacquer).
Mick then commenced the colouring process using Jo Sonja
iridescent paint diluted to 40% using Flow Medium. The paint was
applied with a brush (no need
to be too precise!) after which
it was time to release the inner
child! The bowl was covered
with cling film and pressed,
twisted, whatever you fancy
and then slowly peeled away
leaving a marbled eﬀect.
Various eﬀects can be using bubble wrap, router matting etc. The
paint was then dried using
a hair dryer. Rotating the
bowl by hand, a coat of
clear lacquer was applied; Mick warned his audience not to be
too heavy handed with the lacquer or it would creep and form a
ridge, better to allow it to dry thoroughly and then apply another
coat.
Using a small gouge, the paint was skimmed oﬀ the mouth of the
bowl and the foot- these bands of “bare” wood frame and
enhance the painted area.
The bowl was reversed and hollowed out to about ½” thickness
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using a ½” bowl gouge. Following the final cut, Mick applied
some paste wax and power sanded down to 320 grit. Any
dust residue was wiped away with a tissue and Yorkshire Grit
spread over the surface, burnished with a cloth and cleaned
oﬀ with tissue. The bowl was then remounted using a
Longworth chuck which made it easier to remove the
mounting spigot from the foot (Editors note - for instructions
on how to make a Longworth chuck go to: http://
www.woodworkersinstitute.com/wood-turning/techniques/
tool-use-modification/make-and-use-a-longworth-chuck/
For his second project Mick mounted a Yew log on the lathe
explaining that he would be making a finial box. The lathe
was set to a low speed and the blank carefully turned to the
round using a bowl gouge. As the wood was unbalanced, the lathe was stopped occasionally to check for
low points and while working Mick emphasised the importance of watching the “ghosting”. A spigot was
formed at the tail stock end in preparation for mounting in the chuck at the head stock; the blank was then
reversed into the chuck and a revolving centre placed in
the tail stock. The diameter at the T.S.E. was reduced
and a cove cut down to the centre point and the finial
shaped accordingly; the finial was sanded at this stage
as if it were left for later there is a possibility that it may
go oﬀ centre and would break in the sanding process.
The shoulder of the finial could be textured for
decoration at this stage if so desired. At this point the
depth of the lid should be decided and cut through with
a parting tool - but not all the way!! The “plug” portion of the lid was chamfered for easy fitting and then
a start was made on shaping the body. The lid was
then completely removed taking care not to break the
point; the body hollowed while protecting the rebate
where the lid would fit. A scraper is a useful tool to
finish the inside of the body especially at the centre
point where generally a dimple or a “pip” remains. The
lid was then fitted and final shaping of the box
completed. The outside of
the box was again sanded
using a drill employing some
compound paste - the
abrasive initially becomes clogged quite quickly but is easily cleaned using a
brass wire (suede cleaner) brush. Mick suggested that when the finial is waxed,
the wax should be applied with the finger and not using tissue as the applied
pressure can be judged better lessening he danger of snapping the finial.
Having polished the piece, it was then parted oﬀ from the waste wood. The
waste was left in place and turned to a jam chuck to accept the body so that
the base could be cleaned to a concave finish.
With the Christmas season on the horizon, Mick chose to make a “Bent Xmas Tree” ornament for his final
demonstration piece. A long(ish) spigot was turned on the cylindrical blank on the lathe and then
mounted in the jaws in such a way that it was fully seated at one point but at a point 180 degrees round
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the blank it was set at an angle about 6mm out of the jaws thus making
the blank oﬀ centre. The end of the “tree” was shaped to a cove and
then the blank loosened slightly, the “high” side was pushed in by about
a millimetre thus creating a new centre axis. A fresh cove was cut further
down the tree and the procedure repeated for about ¾ of the length of
the blank. By this time
the blank is setting
“straight” in the chuck
and Mick then created the stem of the tree and the bucket.
The tree was coloured using marker pens although it
would be acceptable to air brush etc. but the former
method is quicker and cheaper!
The demonstration ended for 4:00pm and was throughly
enjoyed by those present giving everyone inspiration for
future projects.
(My thanks to those members (3!) who took the trouble to complete a feedback form - Editor)

Members’ Feedback score: 4.9/5.0

Pyrography News
While the greater part of the membership were watching the turning demonstration, the pyrography ladies
were busy in the committee room preparing items for sale at the Stickmakers Guild event later in the
month in Bakewell. Below, we see the varied items ready for the day; it all looks very professional, well
done ladies!
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Explanation
We have a number of new members and so it would seem prudent to
explain what happens at the December meeting. The main event is
the AGM and this is the time when you are asked not to gaze at the
ceiling or your feet but leap up with great enthusiasm and offer to help
the club in some way when asked. The “league” winners of the
monthly competitions are announced and the Xmas competition will be
judged.
Following all the boring stuff we hold the annual “fuddle” which is
essentially a club social. Everyone is asked to contribute food for the
event, nothing elaborate like a six foot high croquembouche but a few
sandwiches, sausage rolls, cheesecake etc. You should enter your proposed offering on the list at the
November meeting to avoid us sinking under 3000 sausage rolls.We also hold a raffle and so any
contribution for this would be gratefully received.
We also hold a Secret Santa and so if you wish to take part you should bring along a suitably wrapped gift
to the value of about £5

Giant Sale
Also at the December meeting we will be holding the Great
Tool, Tackle and Timber Sale. This is your chance to get
rid of those bits and pieces which are stuck in the spare
bedroom/garage etc. It doesn’t have to be wood related
just so long as its legal. Tables will be set up for you, so
display your priced merchandise, put on your Del Boy hat
and get selling! It isn’t a requirement, but at the conclusion
of the day any contribution to club funds (5%?) won’t be
refused.
This year we have extra goods for sale. At the time of
writing (mid October) I understand that the Chairman and
Treasurer have been buying up a load of tools for sale at
the club, so bring your pocket money.

Club Charity
At the AGM we will be asking for nominations for the
charity we wish to support in 2018. If you have a particular
favourite charity then speak up and get involved in raising
a bit of cash at club meetings etc.
Woodworms - Independent newsletter of Derbyshire
Dales Woodcraft Club.
Editor/publisher : James Sharpe
20 Beech Drive,
Ashbourne DE6 1HL
01335 344 933

Club Contacts
Chairman - Derek Puplett
chairman@ddwc.co.uk
Vice-Chairman - Philip Jones
vicechair@ddwc.co.uk
Secretary - Roger King
secretary@ddwc.co.uk
Treasurer - Digby Owen
treasurer@ddwc.co.uk
Demonstration Co-ordinator - Dick Potter
Tools Co-ordinator - Tom Livesey
Librarian - Chris Carlton-Bull
library@ddwc.co.uk
Competitions Co-ordinator/Woodworms
Editor - James Sharpe
woodworms@ddwc.co.uk
Should you wish to contact anyone NOT
displaying an email address then use
info@ddwc.co.uk and your message will
be forwarded to the appropriate person.
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