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MAY/JUNE 2017

WOODWORMS
50 and counting . . . . . . !!!!

Issue 50

Dear Members
Welcome to this bumper, golden edition of Woodworms newsletter which was first
published in March/April of 2009 some four years after James Sharpe joined the club
and is still being edited and published by James, 50 editions and 8 years later! That’s a
fantastic achievement for which he deserves a massive, golden pat on the back Thanks James. Also, let’s not forget all the members who have contributed over the
years and helped make Woodworms the diverse magazine that it continues to be.

£1
FREE TO MEMBERS

Upon re-reading the first edition, I’m now going to pinch a bit of editorial from the Chairman at the time,
John Oakes, as I firmly believe that it’s as relevant today as it was then. He was extolling the virtues of
putting an entry into the competitions even if your work is not as good as some of others. Back in those
days the competition tables didn't have as many entries as we have today and therefore I believe his
editorial is even more relevant. I’ve heard people be reluctant to enter the competitions because “they’re
not as good as other people” Just bear the following in mind for the future, regardless of whether you’re a
turner, carver, pyrographer or into any other discipline:
To quote John - ‘“So what ever else you give up, don’t give up trying and what you don’t know on a topic,
be it choice of wood, how to sharpen a tool, finish or present a piece - raise it at our meetings - someone
will put you wise. The message is DON’T GIVE UP, you can only get better with practice - at least I hope
to do so, so why not you.”
John Oakes, Chairman 2009
So, my message to you in this golden edition of Woodworms is the same as John’s all those years ago keep trying, put your entries into the competitions, get feedback and comments and use that information to
improve your techniques. Above all, if you want to know something - ask other members who do know This is your golden opportunity to improve.
Best regards
Derek Puplett, Chairman DDWC.

Open Day reminder - our Open Day is to be held on Saturday 3rd. June when we have a huge
opportunity to show members of the public what we get up to on Saturday mornings! The success of the
Day depends on YOU and I would urge you to give a hand in the activities where possible. As well as our
usual activities we will have a charity stall in aid of our nominated charity, Orchid, and a second one where
any proceeds will be split between charity and club. On this second stall we require light pulls to offer as
“tombola style” prizes - please make every effort to contribute (thanks to those members who have
already done so). The day is being promoted partly as a woodcraft fair and member Geoff Nellis will be
setting up his craft fair stall. Other members are invited to bring along items to sell, the only proviso being
that you must give some time on the stall.
James Sharpe (Open Day co-ordinator)
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Midlands Woodworking and Powertool Show (Newark) 2017
For anyone visiting this show it was an opportunity to spend some of your hard earned wages/pension on
the latest gizmos and gadgets as well as seeing a variety of turners, carvers, pyrographers etc. all under
one roof. I’m sure there were many of you, who like me, made purchases of items that you really wanted
very badly, but don’t actually need!! Time will tell how long they remain in their original packaging before
seeing the light of day.
Perhaps the most exciting thing I got from the show was the inspiration to produce a piece of work that is
just a little out of the ordinary. Whether you’re a turner, carver or whatever your discipline, there were
pieces of work that were just stunning and leave you wanting to produce something equally as unusual.
Also, the quality of items on display was generally outstanding, particularly those on the AWGB stand.
Having said that, so are the entries for our own club competitions. All in all it was a good day out to see
some professional turners in action, see what’s new and have a chin-wag with members of other clubs as
well as meeting some of the demonstrators we have had visiting the club or those coming later this year.

Emma Cook (The Tiny Turner) - a magnificent
display of Emma’s work including some items that
feature both turning and carving in the same piece.
Judging by the way she was cuddling her flask, she
couldn’t wait for the press to leave so she could
have a cuppa!!

Mick Hanbury explaining the finer points of
decorating turned items to a punter in his
usual animated fashion. You’ll be able to
see Mick demonstrating at our club at the
October meeting.
At the rear of the stand can be seen some
of Mick’s beautifully decorated items
utilising Jo Sonja iridescent acrylic paints.
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Midlands Woodworking and Powertool Show (Newark) 2017 continued
Trent Valley Woodturners proudly
showing off items turned by their
members. The great thing about looking
at other club members’ work is that you
can often be inspired by their work.
(That’s “posh talk” meaning you can
steal their ideas.)

Simon Hope (below) great to see an expert
with superglue in his
hands.
I’m not sure
whether he was sealing
cracks or gluing up the
pieces of a hollow form
that had gone wrong.

Michael Painters demonstrating to
us at the club in August. The
magnificent piece he was working
on at the show was inspired by a
section of the Sistine Chapel in The
Vatican. At the time of taking the
picture he had been working on it
for 427 hours!

Bob Neill working on one of his “tree
plates” that have become a
trademark of his at shows and
demos.
He was clearly disgusted with the
punter who asked if he could
recommend a good pyrographer to
demonstrate at their club!
Words and pictures by:

Derek Puplett
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A Year in the Life of a Rookie Woodturner
by Graham Legg
January 2017 saw the first anniversary of my initial visit to DDWC. This article is a reflection on my
experiences over the period and an opportunity to say “Thank you” to some really supportive colleagues.
Why DDWC? I blame my partner in crime, David Reynolds! David was keen to look into the possibility of
making a walking stick, especially since he had brought a very nice piece of Jarrah from Australia on a
visit. Having scanned a few websites, we were both attracted to the useful and informative DDWC site.
David and I agreed to make a visit in January 2016 in the hope that someone could possibly advise him
with regards to making a crook. I was also interested in woodturning, but never attempted anything at all.
My only knowledge with regards to working with wood was a 1971 “O” Level and 1973 “A” Level in
Woodwork. My career path did not follow this interest at all, so 44 years later :First Impressions You only ever get once chance to make a first impression, and in January 2016,
DDWC got it right. I recall how warm and welcoming both Derek and James were, and how brilliant Eric
and Dick were with their demonstrations. I was more and more eager to “have a go”, but did not feel that
I wanted to embarrass myself in front of a lot of people (is that a possible issue for new members I
wonder?).
To my utter surprise and delight, I was informed that if I paid the Club annual subscription, I would be able
to loan a lathe and tools to take home with me, but with the understanding that they needed to be
returned to the next meeting. The rest is history . . . . . . . . Looking back, this is a fabulous DDWC facility,
and perhaps needs to be given a greater profile on our website, to maybe attract new members?
February 2016 At this meeting I paid my first monthly fee and my annual subscription, and was duly
provided with a lathe and tools as promised. Tom Livesey gave me an “Idiots Guide” to the lathe and the
tools, and home they went. This felt like an enormous step of faith by The Club, since no one knew me at
all!
It is at this point that I would like to thank Dick Potter, since he spent virtually the
whole morning with me, explaining how the tools worked and how the lathe was
dangerous, and how H&S was absolutely paramount.
Dick’s enthusiasm,
knowledge and skill are a marvel to behold. Thanks Dick, this is all your fault!
Having taken the equipment home, my first task was to have a go at making two
chess pieces. I found this really hard, and was quite concerned about possible
damage to the loaned goods. Many hours later, I proudly presented my two
pieces, made for Beech, to a few people, who were polite and nodded, and
smiled, and probably thought “OMG”. I have kept both pieces (right) to allow me
to reflect upon my journey of discovery.
Some days later I realised that the tools were getting blunt, so I contacted Derek, who very kindly invited
me round to his home, and amazingly sharpened the tools on his Pro-Edge. Sharp tools do make a
difference, especially to a rookie!
March 2016 I attended the Newark Show ( as did most of the club members from my recollection!), with
a view to buying some equipment. Looking back, this was a mistake since I knew nothing about the tools
or machinery. I should have asked for some advice. I learned quite quickly that the tools I had bought
were not as good as certain makes, and mistakes are costly! Nevertheless the lathe I bought, a Record
DML 305, has been very pleasing and forgiving. On reflection I should have bought the variable speed
model, purely for ease of changing speed, but this was an additional £200.
continued on next page
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Building confidence
I have found our own demonstrators inspirational, knowledgeable and full of enthusiasm. This helps
enormously to build your own confidence allowing you to have a go at anything. The professional
demonstrations are simply “Jaw dropping”. I thoroughly enjoy watching the amazing skills and knowledge
that is shared with us.

Even better if (these are ideas and thoughts, not criticism at all)
There was a competition theme for the following month, every month.
The competition table had various competition categories e.g. woodturning, pyrography,
carving etc. (I think the range of disciplines is too wide for one competition)
A new (rookie) member is assigned to a mentor (for any “wood discipline”)
At Hands-on meetings there is an opportunity to watch a demonstration from “the masters’
table” with regards to the next month’s competition piece (off centre turning really
confused me, as will the forthcoming involuted turning!)
There was an opportunity to be given some feedback and ideas about an item you have
presented on the competition table (from one of the Masters?)
Internal demonstrations by our own members are carried out in a side room (the general noise
and busy atmosphere in the main hall is quite distracting)

What has my new hobby cost me over 12 months?
(Do not tell “Higher Management” David Reynolds!)
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

Membership and monthly fees - £30 + £36 = £66
Record lathe - £300
Charnwood Band Saw - £500
Tools - £700
Wood - £400
Finishes and sanding - £150
Sundries - £100

Approximate total for setting up my new hobby is about £2400. (I do not play golf, go to the
gym, drink or gamble, so my new passion is quite reasonable really).

For the future
★ I would like to learn more about the properties of different woods, and why they could be
used for certain projects, or not.
★ I would like to learn more about sanding and finishing (I find these areas of work quite
challenging).
★ I would like to attend a training event for one or two days.
★ Can someone show me how to use the Robert Sorby threading tools I have bought?
Continued on next page
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March 2016 - my first
ever lidded box, made
from Apple. I use this
box often, it is in my
garage containing small
screws which are used
for attaching face
plates.

MAY/JUNE 2017

April 2016 - a shallow
bowl made from Oak
(this was a church
pew!). It was given
away as a birthday
present.

May 2016 - a set of skittles made from
Lime. The skittles are now in the hands of
my two year old granddaughter.

June 2016 - 6 egg cups and
a tray with a finial made
from Oak. These are now
living in Vancouver,
Canada, having being given
to some friends as part of a
wedding gift.

July 2016 - a bowl made from
Yew (this is my favourite wood to
work with, but it is toxic!). The
bowl is now in the office of the
cardiac rehabilitation centre at
City Hospital, Nottingham.

August 2016 - Long Eaton Cricket Club (Vets
Team) awards. Four ducks for four ducks?!
(Yew, Holly Unknown and Oak)

Continued on next page
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September 2016 a bowl made from
Australian Jarrah.
This is an
extremely hard
wood and really
blunts your tools!

MAY/JUNE 2017

October 2016 - a bowl
made from Australian
Red Malee

November 2016 - at
last, a goblet with
captive ring (made from
Oak). This has taken
me 6 months to
produce, with plenty of
mistakes
and
breakages on the way!
December 2016 - the Club Christmas Challenge.
My first attempt at using casting resin, and my first
attempt at pyrography.
January 2017 - a bowl
and lid made from five
pieces of Oak
worktop. (Equal third
place
on
the
competition table)

February 2017 - A fruit bowl made from
Apple with apples made from Yew and
Mahogany, and a Pear made from Yew

Happy turning!!
Graham Legg

More GCSE examination Q’s and A’s
Q. How are the main 20 parts of the body categorised (e.g. The abdomen)
A. The body is consisted into 3 parts - the brainium, the borax and the abdominal cavity. The brainium
contains the brain, the borax contains the heart and lungs and the abdominal cavity contains the five
bowels: A, E, I, O and U
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March 2017 Meeting
Bob Neill, a native of North Wales, studied at art college and then went into teaching. In the early days he taught
at the Secondary Modern school in Ashbourne before moving to London. Another move saw him arrive in Kirk
Hallam for a further stint in teaching after which he decided to leave the profession. With other like minded people
he set up a craft village in Britannia Park which later became the ill fated American Adventure. At this time he
became interested in pyrography and in a conversation with Jamie Walwin of a Craft Supplies it was suggested
that this branch of woodcraft might interest the wives of men who visited shows to drool over new lathes etc.! Bob
followed this up and started giving pyrography demonstrations and tuition at woodworking shows. Since then he
has travelled overseas extensively giving demonstrations and also been featured on a number of woodturning
cruises to Norway.
Speaking about pyrography machines Bob said that there were about six different models on sale in the U.K.,
unlike in the USA where the market features between twenty and thirty models. He recommends a Peter Child
model and points out that the transformers of all models are pretty much the same, it is the pen that is important
and differs in design. Some are too heavy and thick and resemble a small soldering iron and often get too hot to
handle!
He uses four different thicknesses of wire to make his "nibs" depending
on the piece he is working on; a 26 swg (very fine) wire would be used
to decorate a lace bobbin, mostly he uses 25 swg wire.
Examples of pyrography have been discovered from the era of the
Romans and of course the word comes from the Greek pur (fire)
graphos (writing). It used to be quite a cottage industry in Poland,
Russia etc. but rather than using the "pens" that are familiar to us, they
"branded" the wood and then added colour.
Traditionally wood is used for the craft but leather can be used and as
there is no grain long strokes can be made; similarly stout watercolour
paper can be used by beginners to practice lines and shading. Sycamore is a favourite wood for pyrographers as
it provides a plain background and burns evenly whereas Beech, although the grain can be attractive, extra heat
is needed which in turn creates difficulties in burning.
At demonstrations and workshops Bob provides his "students" with plaques stamped with a pattern such as a
butterfly or Celtic knot as this speeds up the whole process. There are pattern books available for devotees and
the chosen pattern is photocopied before being transferred to the
wood using Saral blue transfer paper; note that carbon paper is NOT
used as the greasy surface
marks the wood being
used.
Bob
went
on
to
demonstrate the technique
to be used; the machine is
switched on at "high"
making the tip red hot and
then turned down so that
there is just a hint of red.
Short strokes should be
used with the pen, a
sketching technique.
The tip should be kept clean as there will be a build up of carbon; using a brass suede brush produces the best
result.
Different tips are available for different effects one being a ball tip which works rather like a "Biro" pen creating a
longer and broader line. Razor tips are used by craftsmen who carve decoy ducks as they are ideal for creating a
feather effect. Spoon shaped tips are used when large areas need to be filled.
When selecting an item to work on the artist should be sure that it is bare wood with no finish - a dish that has
been turned and given a coat of sanding sealer is simply no good, even if it were sanded ! (continued overleaf)
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When the work is completed it can be given a coat of spray sealer.
Although some practitioners still insist on a plain wood finish more and more are now using colour to produce
dramatic effects. Bob mainly uses water based acrylic paints as spirit based paints tend to bleed and don't stay
"inside the lines". He recommends Berol Colour Brush pens (set of 12 from Homecrafts costs £3.25) as it is a
good paint and the pen enables corners to be easily filled without straying out of the pattern.
Using the Berol pens Bob demonstrated the use of a cheap but effective air bush - simply a rubber bulb with pen
tip attached close to the bulb outlet.
He also uses colour washes, again using water based acrylics which are diluted and brushed onto the work
piece; he uses Myland's acrylics.
A very interesting effect was produced using flaked gold leaf. The wood e.g. a bowl centre, is coated with diluted
PVA glue and allowed to dry to a tacky stage. The gold leaf flakes are poured into the bowl and pressed against
the surface leaving it for a couple of hours. After this time the surplus flakes are removed using a stiff brush
(these flakes can be re-used) producing a striking finish to the wood.
Following his demonstration Bob invited members to try their hand at pyrography on one of the 16 machines he
had brought along.

Our 21st Birthday

Members’ 4.7/5.0
Feedback
Score

During the lunch interval a celebratory cake was brought into the main hall; the cake had been made by
member Terry Plews (below left) and all agreed it was a very fine specimen which represented the club
and its activities over the last 21 years.
Founder member Geoff Nellis and his
good lady, Jean, were invited to perform
the ceremonial cutting of the cake which
they approached with some trepidation
but accomplished the task successfully
without resorting to any woodworking
tools. Not only did the cake look good but
is tasted good also - well done Terry!

Additionally, the Chairman, Derek Puplett,
presented John McConnell with a certificate which
granted him Honorary Life Membership in
recognition of the service he has given to the club.
John is well known to all members and joined the
club not too long after it was formed. He has given
help and advice to many members over the years
whenever they needed some guidance on carving,
stickmaking or pyrography. He is perhaps best
known for his bird carvings and exhibits at national
level. (examples below)
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March 2017 - Members’ Open Competition
The theme this month was “21” in recognition of it being the club’s 21st birthday. A pleasing number of
members followed the theme with some interesting interpretations!
First place wth a landslide vote, was
taken by Derek Puplett with his
birthday cake. This was made from a
piece of Sycamore and was originally
intended to be
ready for the Xmas
Challenge but an
appointment in the
operating theatre in
Derby Royal forced
a change of plan!
The “cake mix” was
prepared from
wood shavings and
casting resin - and
no soggy bottom!
Second place was taken by
Richard Dallas with his very
impressive collection of
turned pens. Note that there
were actually 21 pens in the
exhibit, just three are shown
here.

Third spot was shared by:
John Wiiliams (left) with
his bottle of champagne.
Clever use of wood and
perspex John! . . . .
. . . . and (right) Carole
Snell’s carved grotesque.
Suggestions are invited for
the identity of her model!
There were some
wonderful entries on the
table, a shame that only
one person can win the
league.
More entries on next page.
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March 2017 - Members’ Open Competition cont’d
Also featured was Roger
King’s cake decoration
(left) in Maple and (right)
Liz King’s greetings card
featuring the use of veneer
and pyrography.
Below centre was a
familiar character from
David Reynolds and below
right a celebration set from
Graham Legg.

Left we have a
pyrographed
wine box from
Lisa Williams
and right, a
celebratory
plaque from
m a r q u e t r y
master, Tony
Reindorp.
Well done to all entrants; there was a splendid display
for this special occasion demonstrating a very high
standard. Indeed, a member from the Masters’ table
was heard to comment “ I’m just pleased I got to the
Masters’ group when I did, I’d have no chance now!”
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March 2017 - Masters’ Competition
As in the Members’ Open competition, the theme was “21” to mark the celebration of the club’s
birthday. First position was taken by Richard Hagues with his roulette wheel in Sycamore and
Mahogany - the wheel has a highlighted 21 to comply with the theme. In second place was James
Sharpe with his celebration key in Walnut - clearly getting in some scrollsaw practice!

Third spot was shared by Peter Fantham (below
left) for his hollow form and John McConnell with his
carving in Lime.

Also on the
table were
entries from
John Henbery
(left) using
Holly and
A f r i c a n
Blackwood and
Tom Livesey’s
pens using
Water Buffalo
Horn
and
acrylic.
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Woody’s (vaguely wood related) Golden Crossword
1
2

3

4

5

6
7
8

9

10

12

13

11

14

15

16
17
18

19

20
21

23

24

25

22
26

27
28

29

30
31

Across
2 Not a favourite of Bill Gates
6 Beats the leather in Summer.
12 Sounds like Timmy was a hard
hitting TV presenter.
13 Jill’s partner sounds a bit plain
15 Socrates’ last drink.
16 Makings of a model, maybe.
19 Machine for wood shaping
22 Put your own slant on your work.
23 Definitely not first choice for Thor
Heyerdahl.
25 1997 John Singleton movie.
28 Symbol of Christmas.
29 Timber laminate.
30 Name of the largest tree in the
world.
31 A stretchy favourite of toymakers.

Down
21 It may be wireless.
1 Parts of this bird are quite a drawer. 24 If Paul was Ivory,
3 Combat award.
what was Michael?
4 Arm-strengthening yoga pose
26 Beachcomber’s
5 Furniture stripper
pickup.
7 Carvers like this in their lager.
27 Dead Sea chuck?
8 Sounds like she sells sea shells
29 This handy tree
from here.
could leave you nuts.
9 You’ll need to use Tetley’s tea boy
to get the job done.
Answers on Page 18
10 “__ Leaf Rag”
11 Taxpayers’ hopes.
Thanks to Chris
14 When pranksters come out of the
Carlton-Bull for his
woodwork.
help and suggestions
17 Sounds like he knows only one
(most of which were
branch of maths.
legal) in compiling this
18 A boring cocktail.
puzzle. - Ed.
20 Oldest workable wood in the
world.
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April 2017 Meeting
Terry Plews takes
a break from
brewing tea and
gets down to
carving another of
his cartoon
characters.
Other carvers
enjoy a chat and
learn from each
other.

Elsewhere the
pyrographers are
busy; any more
and we’ll have to
change the name
of the club!!

The library goes
from strength to
strength with more
books being
loaned out in the
first half hour of a
club meeting than
was once done in
a whole meeting
(or two).
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April 2017 - Members’ Open Competition

First place taken by Derek Puplett with his goblet turned
from Holly and decorated using Jo Sonja paints (in the
style of Mick Hanbury!)
In second place was a a very different exhibit; a pair of
model boats from Richard Dallas, partly made, I
understand , from a childs re-cycled bunk bed!!

Third spot was taken by Liz
King who made a set of
coasters using her
pyrography skills on
veneer.

Also entered was the mallet by John Waring
using Walnut and Ash and the trademark entry
from Tony Reindorp of the bowl incorporating
veneer strips. The light pulls were made for the
Open Day charity stall (thanks Tony)
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April 2017 - Members’ Open Competition cont’d

Further entries were
(clockwise from top
left) - Needle case in
Sycamore, complete
with needles, from
Danny Gallacher.
Dish in Elm with
textured and painted
rim from David
Reynolds.
Round lidded box in
Lime and Spalted
Beech from Geoff
Dalton.
Natural edge bowl in
Yew by John Williams.
And lidded hollowform
in Ash from Graham
Legg.

It’s a cracker!!!
Earlier in the year the AWGB invited members to submit entries
for their travelling exhibition. Our Chairman, Derek Puplett, duly
sent in some photos of his work and to his delight his Xmas
2015 competition entry (the winner!) was selected (see below).
It will be displayed at all shows where the AWGB has a
representation and visitors will be invited to vote for the one
t h e y
consider
the best Daventry
will be its
first outing
(hint, hint!)
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April 2017 - Masters’ Competition

The competition table was a little sparse this
month with only two entries.
Richard Hagues took first place with his bowl
turned from plywood.

Second place was taken by John Henbery with his
hat stand.

The 2017 International Marquetry Exhibition
will be held at the :
Gladstone Pottery Museum,
Uttoxeter Road,
Longton,
S-O-T
ST3 1PQ
Tuesday 30th May - Friday 2nd June
10am - 5.00pm
Tearoom open 11:00am - 4:00pm
(I visited this exhibition a few years ago and can honestly
say it was well worth the trip. There is/was ample parking
close by - Editor)

Woodworks@Daventry
11th & 12th May

16th. & 17th. September
Cressing Temple Barns, Essex.
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Club Contacts

Crossword Answers
Across

Down

2 Apple
6 Willow
12 Mallet
13 Jackplane
15 Hemlock
16 Balsa
19 Lathe
22 Skew
23 Lignumvitae
25 Rosewood
28 Yulelog
29 Plywood
30 Adam
31 Rubberwood

1 Dovetail
3 Purpleheart
4 Plank
5 Chippendale
7 Lime
8 Beech
9 Stanley
10 Maple
11 Rebates
14 Aprilfoolsday
17 Adze
18 Gimlet
20 Swampkauri
21 Router
24 Ebony
26 Driftwood
27 Scroll
29 Palm

Chairman - Derek Puplett
chairman@ddwc.co.uk
Vice-Chairman - Philip Jones
vicechair@ddwc.co.uk
Secretary - Roger King
secretary@ddwc.co.uk
Treasurer - Digby Owen
treasurer@ddwc.co.uk
Demonstration Co-ordinator - Dick Potter
Tools Co-ordinator - Tom Livesey
Librarian - Chris Carlton-Bull/Carole Snell
library@ddwc.co.uk
Competitions Co-ordinator - Danny
Gallacher
Woodworms Editor - James Sharpe
woodworms@ddwc.co.uk

Club “Away Day”
Secretary Roger has arranged a day trip to
Turners Retreat on June 7th. Attendees will
be offered a 10% discount on items in the
shop (possibly excluding Peter Childs
pyrography equipment).

Faraday Close,
Harworth,
Nottinghamshire, DN11 8RU

Woodworms - Independent newsletter of Derbyshire
Dales Woodcraft Club.
Editor/publisher : James Sharpe
20 Beech Drive,
Ashbourne DE6 1HL
01335 344 933

Have you been
injured at work?
Had a car
accident?
Fell over on a
wet floor?
Tripped on an
uneven
pavement?
If so . . . . . . . . .
get a grip and
sort yourself out
you clumsy
b*****

Common Sense Lawyers Ltd.

This is a FREE trip to members and was very
successful last year. Further details will follow
but be sure to register your interest at an
early date as places are limited.

Should you wish to contact anyone NOT
displaying an email address then use
info@ddwc.co.uk and your message will be
forwarded to the appropriate person.
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