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Countdown to Open Day
Saturday June 4th.

£1

Amazingly there are still a great many people who have no idea that we exist let
FREE TO MEMBERS
alone what we do despite the club having been around for over 20 years. Ask
anyone in Ashbourne “Where do DDWC meet?” and I guarantee that 80% will
respond “Who?”. Open Day is our big chance to remedy this situation and
hopefully bring in some new members - example below, a young visitor was coached on the
lathe last year and is now an active member.
We have the hall on the day from 9:00am - 5:00pm and
I would urge as many members as possible to assist in
setting up and of course clearing away; we are open to
the public 10:00am - 4:00pm.
Entry to the hall is free for visitors and we will be
providing some light refreshments; we would be grateful
for any donations of food - cakes, biscuits, sandwiches
etc. and any volunteers to assist “behind the bar” will be
welcomed.
We will be displaying a selection of members’ work and
as with hands-on days half a dozen members will be asked to bring along up to six items. If
you are one of the “chosen few” then please do your best to display a few pieces, cards will
be provided to identify the maker.
The Open Day is being promoted also as a woodcraft fair and two of our senior members
who frequently appear at craft fairs will be “setting out “ their stalls. I would imagine that
several of you have items that you have made and now don’t know what to do with them
(except fill the spare room!) and with this in mind a table will be available for members to sell
their unwanted items but once again we need volunteer(s) to man the stall - don’t leave it all
to the usual three or four people.
Finally, tell all your friends and neighbours about the Open Day; nearer the time each online
member will receive a PDF of a poster that can be printed off and hopefully displayed in the
locality.
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Converting a Bench Grinder for Woodcarving Chisels
At the March meeting Emma Cook, “The Tiny Turner”, briefly mentioned that she bought the Ashley Isles
Carver’s bench grinder kit and fitted them on a cheap grinder which needed reversing to get the wheels to
rotate away from the tools. I did this some years ago following a hands-on meeting about sharpening
tools (see Woodworms Issue 10 for the pictures). Among the items being discussed was the sharpening
of woodcarving chisels. The bench grinder has to rotate in the opposite direction to standard grinders to
prevent the chisel catching in the buffing wheel. It is not just a simple case of simply reversing the motor
windings because the threads on each end of the spindle are of opposing direction. If they were both the
same then one would tighten and the other would loosen.
I later visited the Yandles Woodyard in Somerset where Ashley Isles had a carvers grinder on sale for
£130 (How much??!!!!) Unfortunately they only had left hand grinders for sale but they did have a
maintenance kit for a reduced price of £50, consisting of a diamond impregnated runner wheel, buffing
wheel, buffing paste block and a devil stone. I bought this on the assumption that I could buy a bench
grinder for a lot less than £80.
A brief search online produced a 150W, 2500rpm. grinder for £23 including VAT.
I started by removing the bottom cover which showed the four screws
fixing the motor to the base and the earth connection.
I removed the fixing screws leaving
the Earth wire connected and lifted
the motor clear of the base.
I could then rotate the motor and
put it back on the base and re-fit
the screws and base cover. Now
of course the guards were facing
the back so they needed reversing;
this was a bit fiddly but I removed
the left hand guard and the right
hand one worked out in the end.
The hole in the buffing wheel
wasn’t big enough to fit over
the shaft and needed drilling
out to 13mm. Then I found that
it wasn’t central and caused
vibration so I had to drill it out
larger and use trial and error to
get it central before final
tightening.
I fitted the tool rest on the
grinding side but it does very little because you hold the chisel
parallel to the motor axis while sharpening.
I have used it for the last five years and it does a good job, when I
make the effort to take all my chisels out to the (cold) garage for a
sharpening session.

Roger King
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March Members’ Open Competition
March produced a particularly pleasing display of work on the competition table for two reasons: the number of entries was a
record and new members weren’t shy to put their work on the table - take note you old ‘uns who never enter anything!!!
Could I apologise in advance if I have credited an item to the wrong person; after carefully photographing the entries in the
order they were on the log sheet my computer decided to download the pictures from the camera in a random order!!!!

Left: In first place
was Roger King
with his carving
in Spalted Beech
and second
(right) we have
our marquetry
master, Tony
Reindorp.

There was a four way tie for third
place:
Clockwise from above left: David
Reynolds with his miniature chess
board and pieces in Box and
Ebony ( the photograph in isolation
is deceptive, the chess pieces are
one third scale and the board
85mm square); Richard Hagues
using Oak and some metal work!;
Terry Plews continues his series of
cartoon character carvings in
Lime; and Derek Puplett showing
off with some Wenge/Cherry
laminations!!
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Members’ Open Competition continued
Also on the table
were entries
from: Left Graham Legg,
Right - Phillip
Jones

Clockwise from above left:
Novelty pencil holders from John
Oakes; Bowl in Spalted Beech by
Mike Browning; single chess
piece by Peter Blair in Beech;
pair of chess pieces in Oak from
John Waring; Turtle by Carole
Snell and dish in Elm by Eric
Hudson.
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March Masters’ Competition
In first place was
Peter Fantham
(left) with his
laminated chess
pieces
and in second
place (right) was
John Henbery - a
couple of pieces
which would have
looked quite at
home in a
Staunton chess
set.
Third spot
taken by Tom
Livesey (left)
with his bowl
in Laburnum
c l o s e l y
followed by
Dick Potter
with
his
carving/turning
combo.

The “picture” (left) was spotted at
the Newark Woodworking Show - I
think we would all agree with what is
said!!
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March Meeting - Emma Cook aka “The Tiny Turner”
Our guest demonstrator at the March meeting was Emma Cook aka "The Tiny Turner", who braved the threats of
further snowfalls to make her way to Wyaston from darkest West Yorkshire.
Emma commenced by explaining that she had three projects prepared which would demonstrate her particular
craft of carving on a turned item.

She made a start showing from a previously made piece how she would make a carver's mallet. In preparation of
the mallet head the European way is to turn from wood who's grain is running along the axis of the lathe. This
produces a perfectly acceptable (for a while!) mallet except that with time the wood starts to delaminate which is
why in true patriotic fashion Emma chose the English method which uses wood in the lathe rotating across the
grain. This results in opposite faces of the head being end grain and as this is repeatedly hit against a chisel
handle it becomes harder with time.
Kiln dried Beech was chosen using a ¼" bowl gouge (not a roughing gouge as this would cause tear out) at
800rpm to take off the corners of the block before increasing the speed to 1000rpm. The end of the wood was
trued up using the gouge (not parting tool as this would cause damage) working as if it were a bowl and then a
spigot produced on the tail stock end.
The wood was reversed and the end trued up as in the previous stage using a draw cut with a very light touch
which produced fine shavings. Again a spigot was produced to provide a chucking point.
A slight taper was produced on the head and when she was happy with the shape Emma drilled out a hole for the
handle using a 1" Forstner bit at 500rpm frequently withdrawing the bit to clear out waste. It's recommended that
you drill through about half way then reverse the timber and drill through the other side. The end (i.e. what is to be
the front face) was then trued up and a little decoration applied. No sanding is required, it can be soaked in linseed
oil or given a coat of sanding sealer but definitely no wax. The head is now completed except for the remaining
spigot.
The next stage was to make a handle to fit from a clean straight and flawless piece of timber. The rough sawn
section was turned to the round for half of its length; reversed and the other half turned leaving the centre section
untouched thus stopping flexing of the wood. Finally the centre section was then turned down to size. The ends of
the wood were trued up and the length of the spigot marked out as was the length of the handle to fit the hand. The
handle was shaped to personal preference checking frequently that it felt comfortable in the hand, getting the base
shape correct before reducing the thickness. Shaping was achieved from the middle, again to avoid whip. The
spigot which would be
inserted into the head
was then turned making it
about 1.5mm less than
the socket (to allow for
wedge expansion); the
length should allow for a
slight overhang.
The
handle can be sanded
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Tiny Turner continued
but no more than down to 120/150 grit. At this point Emma showed her Blue Peter credentials by displaying “one I
made earlier” as a bandsaw would have been needed to cut the slot (for wedge) in the spigot. PVA should be
applied to the spigot before inserting into the head and the wedge driven in; when the glue has dried the protruding
piece of spigot should be ground off with a sanding disc.
The second project was to produce a cupcake box employing both turning and carving; choice of wood was Lime
(Italian preferred). The wood was turned between centres and a spigot of 6-7mm created at each end - spigots

must not be too short as the chuck jaws will crush the soft wood and destabilise the
work piece.
The wood was then mounted in the chuck jaws and parted off at the required position
for the lid/body. The base was left on the jaws and tapered down with a 1/4" bowl
gouge and a "spigot" formed at the top of the box where the lid is to be located. The
body was hollowed out before moving on to the lid which was slightly hollowed before
using a parting tool to cut a recess for the base. Caution should be exercised here
taking off a little at a time, too much and the whole thing is ruined (we've all done it!).
When a good fit has been achieved (the Russian fit - Poppoff- is your aim) the base is
shaped so it is slightly concave so that if the wood "moves" slightly the box will not rock.
The top of the box was reverse chucked and the cupcake "frosting" shaped.
The cupcake base was clamped in a vice and coves cut from top to bottom. Generally Emma uses two coats of
Danish Oil as a finish.
The top of the cupcake box was carved from bottom up to the centre using a fluter type of tool creating elongated Sshapes which had a more natural look than a straight cut. To complete the box, Emma embellished the top with
carved and coloured cherries and Swarovski crystal "sprinkles" ( similar to above left) - good enough to eat!
For her third project
Emma had cut out a
heart shaped piece
of wood using a
template which was
to be used for
preparation of a
dish. She illustrated
that this was a
particularly useful
shape as it could
often be used if a
round bowl blank
exhibited a flaw such as a knot.
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The blank was mounted on the lathe and after cleaning up the the face a 5mm. spigot was formed and the base
shaped. Care should be taken here as turning an irregular piece of wood can be somewhat hazardous (several of
us have the scars to prove it!). The piece was then reversed onto the spigot and after cleaning up an ogee
internal profile was formed. The timber was again reversed, this time
onto a friction chuck and most of the spigot removed after which
Emma removed it from the lathe and clamped it onto a carving bench
removing the remainder of the spigot.
A feature piece in the shape of a crystal was to be incorporated in the
dish and its position was marked out followed by rings around this
position which would simulate ripples in water. The coves were cut
with a carving chisel always starting in the direction of the grain. At
this point Emma spoke for a while for the benefit of beginners on the
topic of choice of tools and the method used for sharpening. Further
shaping of the internal profile of the dish was then carried out using a
gouge.
Emma finished off her demonstrations with a brief explanation on
carving of letters and the pitfalls which were encountered.
In conclusion, Emma gave an interesting and informative presentation with just the right amount of humour as well
as projecting her voice perfectly (making our new sound system redundant!!)

Member comments: “best overall demonstrator the club has ever had, even the 'old boys' looked
interested and may have learnt something!”
“What a excellent meeting it was on Saturday just sorry we had to leave before the end”.
“I thought that Saturday was one of, if not the best demo day we’ve ever had.”
“The Yorkshire wit and banter was most appreciated”.

Your feedback score 4.5/5.0. Thank you to the
members (6) who completed the online feedback
form.

Competitions - Open Day June 4th.
The competitions will continue as usual on Open Day and I urge as many members as
possible to take part; we had a record number of entries in March, lets try and exceed that
number. Visitors will be provided with a voting slip for each class when they enter the hall
and these will be included with members’ votes to determine winning positions on the day
but only members’ votes will count in point scoring.
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Beginner at work!!
Earlier in the year Graham Legg saw a reference to the club in a local publication and thought he’d
come along and “check us out”. Graham had never been near a lathe in his life but had some
coaching from Dick Potter and whilst his enthusiasm levels were at a high he took out on loan a club
lathe and tools. He then threw himself wholeheartedly into the craft receiving further guidance from a
friend and seemed to turn anything that didn’t move!!! (sorry Graham!) Here we see the fruits of his
labours and as someone commented to me “That chap will be on the Masters table before we know
it!!”
So if there’s anyone out there who hasn’t yet tried turning, remember what your mother told you
- “There’s no such word as can’t!!”
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Another club commission
You will recall that in August of last year a local basket maker approached the club asking if anyone
would make a quantity of basket moulds for use in his craft. Member Philip Jones took up the
challenge
(right)
making 16 of
these
moulds to
the
customer’s
satisfaction.
Since then
we had a request from a Japanese lady wanting a
quantity of basket moulds but of a different design, once
again Philip stepped forward and accepted the challenge.
More recently we received an email from a gentleman in
Derby who wanted a quantity of wooden balls for use by
himself and his Tai Chi group as his only source of supply was in the US of A and the price was a
tad on the high side!! For example, a 6” ball in Poplar costs $80 (£56) and that doesn’t include
carriage and taxes etc. etc.!!! On this occasion Peter Fantham took on the task and produced the
six balls seen right; they were all 6” in diameter, 4 in Ash and 2 in Elder. Well done Peter, the path
is clear now for us to set up a club bowling team!!

Remember Woodworks@Daventry takes place on May 13th
and 14th. at Daventry Leisure Centre NN11 4FP. This is the
7th. year for the event and has always been worthwhile
attending featuring a number of professional turners and the
usual opportunities to spend your Xmas money if you still
have any remaining!!

Church Ladies With Typewriters
continued on page 15

They're Back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins!
These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or
were announced at church services:
------------------------The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
-------------------------Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.
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Member Open Competition - April 2016
Another good showing on the table and it was particularly pleasing to see that some new members
were not afraid to have a go. Credit especially to our junior member, James Snell, who put his first
turning piece on the table and came in at joint third beating mum Carole!
Second was Philip Jones’
egg (far left) using a
mixture of Mahogany,
Box and Holly which
when opened revealed an
Easter rabbit (below).

First on the day was this
hollow form in Pine by
Richard Hagues (centre).

In third equal place was
Tony Reindorp’s vase
which when inverted
revealed some very precise
marquetry work (left and
below)
Sharing the honours was
junior member James Snell
and his captive ring piece.
(right)
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Member Open Competition - April 2016 continued

The carvers were also represented - top left was
Carole Snell’s carving of a bear and right is Roger
King’s portrait carving.

Above is an occasional table by Trevor
Harvey in Maple and Ash and left we have
an example of Graham Legg’s use of a four
inch fence post to make skittles for the
grand-children.

A quick reminder that its the Turners Retreat “away day” on the 18th May so if you have
put your name down for the visit make sure the calendar is highlighted and your piggy
bank is open! I understand we will be allowed a discount on any purchases on the day.

Why is it that no plastic bag will open from the end on your first try?
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Masters’ Competition - April 2016

Another splendid entry from the current title holder,
Peter Fantham, taking first place. Teapot, cup and
saucer (spoon included) on a stand, all in Oak.

In second place (below) was the bowl in
Laburnum from Tom Livesey and in third
spot was James Sharpe with his bowl
(right) in Spalted Beech.

Also in the running was the bowl in Walnut (bottom left)
from Dick Potter and below a “Hat Jack” (no, I didn’t
know what it was either!) in Oak and Sycamore from
John Henbery. Apparently when a Panama hat is worn
the band shrinks after being sweat (sorry, perspiration!)
soaked; this device is used to return the hat to its
original size.
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April 2016 Meeting

Some hasty re-organisation was needed with the invention of a plan B when it was learned that
the planned demonstrator for April was unable to attend. The club day was “converted” to a
hands-on day and thanks go to those members who helped out at short notice not forgetting Liz,
the wife of secretary Roger King, who came along and ran her pyrography workshop.

Dick Potter took on the role of turning lead for the day (above left) and Roger King’s carvers’
corner was as popular as ever causing a slight panic when it was discovered we hadn’t sufficient
practice pieces prepared for participants!
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April 2016 Meeting continued
Tom Livesey ( seen blowing on his tea!!)
brought along some of his “raw materials” to
demonstrate how he made boxes etc. with a
“Tunbridge ware” insert.

Also, John Henbery brought along his scroll
saw and answered questions from interested
members.

Church Ladies With Typewriters
continued
The sermon this morning: 'Jesus
Walks on the Water.'
The sermon
tonight:'Searching for Jesus.'
Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not
pass this way again,' giving obvious
pleasure to the congregation.
-------------------------For those of you who have children
and don't know it, we have a nursery
downstairs.
--------------------------
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Club Contacts

The Club was saddened to learn of the death
this week of one of its most valued members:

Chairman - Derek Puplett
chairman@ddwc.co.uk

“SOMEONE ELSE”

Vice-Chairman - Philip Jones
vicechair@ddwc.co.uk

Someone’s passing creates a vacancy that
will be difficult to fill. Else has been with the
club since the beginning. He did far more
than a normal person’s share of the work.
Whenever there was a job to do, a social
function to attend, funds to be raised, or a
meeting to attend, one name was on
everyone’s lips:

Secretary - Roger King
secretary@ddwc.co.uk
Treasurer - Digby Owen
treasurer@ddwc.co.uk
Demonstration Co-ordinator - Dick Potter
Tools Co-ordinator - Tom Livesey

“Let Someone Else do it”

Librarian - Chris Carlton-Bull
library@ddwc.co.uk

It was common knowledge that Someone
Else was among the largest contributors of
his time to the club. Whenever there was a
need for volunteers, everyone assumed that
Someone Else would do it.

Competitions Co-ordinator/Woodworms
Editor - James Sharpe
woodworms@ddwc.co.uk

Someone Else was a wonderful person;
sometimes appearing superhuman, but a
person can do only so much. Were the truth
be known, everyone expected too much of
Someone Else.
Now Someone Else has gone. We wonder
what we are going to do.
Someone Else left a wonderful example to
follow, but who is going to do the things that
Someone Else did?

Should you wish to contact anyone NOT
displaying an email address then use
info@ddwc.co.uk and your message will be
forwarded to the appropriate person.

Work has already commenced on the
July/August edition of Woodworms.
There’s a lot of blank space to fill so
how about YOU picking up your pen/
switching on your computer and writing
a small piece for all to read??

When you are asked to help, remember:
We can’t depend on SOMEONE ELSE
anymore.

Ref: Tauranga Woodcrafters Guild, NZ.

Woodworms - Independent newsletter of
Derbyshire Dales Woodcraft Club.
Editor/publisher : James Sharpe
20 Beech Drive,
Ashbourne DE6 1HL
01335 344 933
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