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So here we are already into the third month of the year and before we know it
someone will be talking about the AGM and Xmas Fuddle. Looking ahead we
have a trip to Turners Retreat on the cards, Open Day in June and Brailsford FREE TO MEMBERS
“Show” in October. The burning question though is - “How are you going to
be involved in these events”? Last year we took a different approach to Open
day and it proved to be fairly successful so no need to change the formula.
You are invited to put items of your work on a sale table - lets face it, if you are like me,
once you’ve completed a project what do you do with it apart from fill the spare room!
Here’s a chance to turn (pardon the pun) the item into a bit of cash which can be put
towards that new tool you desire. Of course whatever we do it requires input from as
many people as possible so don’t be shy and step up when we ask for volunteers. The
membership is now at a very healthy level so, as they say, many hands make light work.
You will have noticed that a feature of hands-on meetings is to hold a small display of
members’ work. Prior to each meeting six people are invited to bring along up to half a
dozen pieces of their work and display it on the table. This has proved valuable in that the
display of pieces often provide inspiration for other members and of course it certainly
provides talking points.

The Brailsford Show is always supported by the club: we have a stand in the Craft Tent
displaying a number of pieces produced by members (not for sale) so start thinking what
you can loan for the table and hopefully you can spend an hour manning the stand and
talking to the public. It is a good P.R. exercise for us and quite often results in recruiting
new members.
Additionally there is a competition for turned/carved items in the Stick Tent and last year
our members swept the board; so once again consider putting something in the
competition and showing the public that we are serious about our craft(s). You might even
be lucky enough to be presented to royalty as was one of our members last year!!
Finally, articles are always welcomed for this newsletter, so if you go to a show, see
something unusual etc. take a couple of photographs and jot down a few lines of prose
and send it off to the editor - he’ll be very grateful!

James Sharpe
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Visit to Erewash Valley Woodturners Club
By kind invitation and accompanied by our vice chairman
Philip Jones,
members Eric Hudson and Dick Potter
attended the January meeting of the above club.
The meeting was a demonstration evening with the
Yorkshire wood turner Margaret Garrard. Following her
introduction Margaret answered questions as to the
pedigree of her wooden baseball cap which led to her
explaining also some of the misadventures that had
befallen it.
Demonstration proper kicked off with Margaret showing us
how to turn a small hollow form in ash. Some may say ok
nothing special, but she took the project to another level by
showing us how to hollow out from the base. Another
dimension to the demonstration was added by marking a
datum line on the two components thus allowing the base to be plugged but at the same time
matching the grain. On completion it was hard to discern the main body from the plug.
Following a refreshment break Margaret then proceeded to turn an ogee shape bowl again in ash.
On completion of the underside to a standard ogee shape the project was reversed on the lathe to
allow an unusual design to be applied to the face.
This was firstly turned flat and the appropriate rim thickness achieved. The area to form the
working bowl was then defined. Texturing using a very long grind spindle gouge was then created
on the rim. The centre area of the bowl hollowed out to the required depth and wall thickness.
The demonstration concluded with a little sanding and finishing. Throughout the evening Margaret
demonstrated some excellent tool control skills in addition to some honest to goodness
woodturning.
The meeting was made very enjoyable by the provision of good quality visual camera and sound
equipment.

Eric Hudson

A carpenter was giving evidence about an accident he had
witnessed.
The judge asked him how far away he was from the accident.
The carpenter replied "twenty seven feet, six and one half inches".
"What? How come you are so sure of that distance?", asked the
judge.
"Well, I knew some idiot would ask me. So I measured it!" replied the
carpenter.
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Modern Design
Our Chairman recently retired from
his business of house renovating but
was tempted to possibly start again
and this time producing his own
fittings using timber purchased at the
club! Here are samples of what he
might be producing. Actually I made
that up but it shows what can be
done with some timber and a lot of
imagination!!

Don’t forget - club visit to Turners
Retreat on May 18th. Speak to a
committee member if you are
interested in attending.
No
charge and refreshments will be
provided PLUS a discount of any
Sorby purchases made on the
day.

Key Dates 2016
Have you renewed your
membership subscription??

18/19th March - Midlands Woodworking Show Newark, Notts. http://www.nelton.co.uk/midlandswoodworking-power-tool-show.html (see also p. 14)

The constitution states that all
membership subscriptions
must be paid by 7th February
otherwise you cease to be a
DDWC member.

13th - 14th May - Woodworks @ Daventry
18th May - Turners Retreat Day Trip.
4th June - Our Open Day
5th October - Brailsford Ploughing Match.
18th - 20th November - Harrogate Show.
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January Meeting

January’s meeting
was a hands-on and
it was gratifying to
see it so well
a t t e n d e d .
Traditionally in the
past this particular
one has been a bit
thin on the ground
owing to many
members being away on New Year visits, holidays etc.;
perhaps the shift from our regular date helped matters?
There were a number of new faces and both carving and
turning was popular as was the Treasurer’s wood sale
(below), he’s now got room in his garage making space for
more eBay purchases!
With a new librarian and new location the library (below left)
is getting more use; remember there is no charge to loan a
book/DVD, just a £1 deposit.

4 of 14

NEWSLETTER OF THE DERBYSHIRE DALES WOODCRAFT CLUB

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016

January Meeting continued

Display of members’ work provides talking points for others.

Visitors to the club receive some coaching in woodturning.

Don’t forget the “Newark Show” this month. The club doesn’t have an organised group attending
but if you wish to go and haven’t transport then contact Treasurer Digby Owen who will advise
you of car sharing arrangements.

Midlands Woodworking & Power Tool Show
Newark Showground
Newark
Notts NG24 2NY
18 - 19 March 2016
A young boy around seven years old got separated from his father at the Harrogate woodworking
show, remembering what his parents had told him to do in such a situation he approached a
security guard and reported that he had lost his dad.
"What's he like?" the security guard inquired.
"Mum says beer and women." the boy replied.
5 of 14

NEWSLETTER OF THE DERBYSHIRE DALES WOODCRAFT CLUB

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016

January Members’ Open Competition
There was some excellent work on the table and the
TEN entries was far better than the usual number at this
meeting (THREE last year!)
Tying for first
place was Digby
Owen’s natural
edge bowl (left)
and Carole
Snell’s carving
( r i g h t ) .
Congratulations
to Carole as she
is a relatively
new member
and this was the
first time she has
entered
a
competition.

Also tied were the third places - (below) Tony
Reindorp’s entry and (right) Douglas Moseley’s
“tribute to the Two Ronnies - four candles!!”

Second spot
was shared by
(left) Eric
Hudson with his
bowl in Spalted
Beech and
(right) Philip
Jones’ puzzle
(look out David
Springett!!)
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January Members’ Competition continued
Also entered were (clockwise from the left):
Duck’s head carving by Ernie Hanson: dish in oak
by John Waring; bud vase in Eucalyptus by Derek
Puplett and carved key and fobs in Oak by
Richard Hagues.
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Masters’ Competition - January
First was Peter Fantham with
his vase (left) in Ash; second
was Tom Livesey with the
chair also in Ash. In third
place was the beer glass
coaster from James Sharpe
combining plywood, Padauk,
beer bottle tops (such
dedication, drinking all that
beer for the sake of a
competition entry!) and clear
acrylic resin. Apparently it
was made for a friend who’s
two loves in life are beer and
Shrewsbury Town F.C!!
Also on the table was the
dish using a mixture of
woods from John Henbery
and (bottom left) the vase in
Yew by Dick Potter.
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February Meeting
Left - The calm before the storm!
Unusually for a hands-on meeting early
in the year we had a very good
attendance with a good proportion of
those present being new members/
visitors.
In addition to the usual turning and
carving opportunities, attendees were
able to try their hand at marquetry
thanks to member Tony Reindorp who
brought along extra equipment and set
up a small workshop. Also we had two
visitors who were selling Italian Olive
wood and various items of hardware
(e.g. pen kits) and a quantity of green
Monkey Puzzle wood. Hopefully that
should result in some interesting items
on the competition table in the future.

Centre right - The
library had a
record number of
“lendings” (Is
there such a
word ?!) and
seems to be
benefitting from
its new location
and greater
exposure.
Bottom
- the
carvers’ corner
continues to grow
such that more
equipment is
needed.
Life
member Ray
McConnell has
donated some of
his tools and I understand more are being purchased. More
bench hooks had been made for carvers but there still wasn’t
one for group leader Roger King!!
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February continued . . .

Above left - As is now customary at hands-on meetings, there was a small display of work shown by
invited members. Six members will be invited each time so when its your turn, don’t be shy!
Regardless of your standard the displayed pieces provide a talking point and give ideas to other
members. Above right - Tony Reindorp provides some one-to-one coaching at his marquetry
workshop. Below left - John McConnell concentrates very hard to keep his fingers clear of the band
saw! Our turning coaches, Dick Potter, Tom Livesey (and Eric Hudson on previous page) were kept
busy with new members/visitors on the lathes.
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Members’ Open Competition - February

Once again we
had a good
showing on the
competition table
with quite a
variation in
offerings.
First
place with a
runaway vote
count was Tony
Reindorp with his
marquetry bowl
(detail at right).
Second place was
awarded to Chris
Carlton-Bull with what he
describes a “cubist golf ball”
fashioned from a quantity of
Aspen beams (i.e. 243 match
sticks).
Third place was shared by
Derek Puplett with his church
collection plate (cunningly
designed so that notes etc.
don’t slip off!!) in Oak, John
Oakes (good to see you back
again John) and his candle
holder in Laburnum and John
Waring with his vase in Yew.
Note that it isn’t actually
wonky, that was the
photographer!!
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Members’ Open Competition - February cont’d
Also on the table was
left, box in Pine by
Richard Hagues,
right, cup and ball
game in Sycamore
by Philip Jones and
below, pair of
coasters in Teak by
Eric
Hudson.
Apparently these
were made by Eric
as a Xmas stocking
filler for his wife;
desperate to have an
entry for the
competition he snuck these out of the house - lets hope she
didn’t miss them!

Our Secretary has received the following communication from Pen-Kits.co.uk. If you would like to
place an order then contact Roger who will collate all orders and inform you when we reach the £250
critical point.
Dear Sirs
My name is Rachel Banks and my online company is www.pen-kits.co.uk
I write to inform you of our Offers which are only available to UK Woodturning Clubs.
If your club members combine their orders, not only will they save on shipping costs, we’ll also include free
bushings for every kit style bought. This is only available on your first order but we also include other freebies on
every other order made through your club; i.e. spend £250 and choose 1 item from those listed here: - MT1 or
MT2 Mandrel, Disassembly Tool, 7 Piece Pen Mill, Sanding Pads. One free item per every £250 spent. There is no
minimum spend and you can order any quantity of the items you require.
As I only sell items via my website I can keep the overhead costs much lower than my competitors. I do not
physically hold stock. Your requirements are ordered direct from the manufacturers and once your order is made
with us and paid for, you can expect delivery to your door within 10 days.
I offer around 80 pen kits styles (Pen/Pencil/Fountain/Rollerball), 40 other kits like shaving stands/brushes/
handles, refills, spare tubes, presentation, tools and blanks. We are continuing to add more items.
Furthermore, you can call me on 07716 126525 to ask any questions you may have or to make your order. You
can also email your order.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Kindest Regards
Rachel
www.pen-kits.co.uk
sales@pen-kits.co.uk 07716 126525
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Masters’ Competition - February
Some interesting entries on the table this month including one
from Peter Fantham
which illustrated that
“if at first you don’t
succeed, try and try
again”. Peter took first
place with his
(naturally large!) vase
in Yew and wasn’t too
embarrassed to show
us his two previous
spectacular failures.
In second place was
James Sharpe’s
tazza in Purpleheart
looking better than at
the end of the
meeting when a gust of wind in the car park blew it off its tray
causing a collision with the tarmac!! In third place was Tom
Livesey with his standard lamp in Yew.
Also on the table was Dick Potter’s quirky vase for artificial flowers in New Zealand Macrocarpa and John
Henbery’s table lamp cleverly made from Birch ply and Sapele.
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Newark Air Museum - by Roger King
For anyone who is in two minds about going to the Midlands Woodworking and Power Tool Show at
Newark (see page 3) here is an additional incentive. About a mile down the road from the show ground
entrance is the Newark Air Museum. I visited it after going to the Woodworking Show in 2014 and found
it very interesting, and went again in 2015 when the Shackleton was open and I was able to take photos
inside. Here’s a small sample of what there is to see.

Club Contacts
Chairman - Derek Puplett
chairman@ddwc.co.uk
Vice-Chairman - Philip Jones
vicechair@ddwc.co.uk
Secretary - Roger King
secretary@ddwc.co.uk
Treasurer - Digby Owen
treasurer@ddwc.co.uk
Demonstration Co-ordinator - Dick Potter
Tools Co-ordinator - Tom Livesey
Librarian - Chris Carlton-Bull
library@ddwc.co.uk
Competitions Co-ordinator/Woodworms
Editor - James Sharpe
woodworms@ddwc.co.uk
Should you wish to contact anyone NOT
displaying an email address then use
info@ddwc.co.uk and your message will be
forwarded to the appropriate person.

Finally, for people who want to buy wood at a
cheaper price than Lincolnshire Woodcraft
Supplies will be charging at the show, Elston Woodworms - Independent newsletter of
Sawmills (NG23 5PA) is just 9 miles away. The Derbyshire Dales Woodcraft Club.
owner Steve Wright, is always at the Bakewell Bird Editor/publisher : James Sharpe
20 Beech Drive,
carving show and sells good quality, kiln dried
Ashbourne DE6 1HL
blocks of lime and also UK hardwoods for turning.
01335 344 933
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