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Happy New Year
to all our members

£1
FREE TO MEMBERS

So what has the club got in store for you
this year? Or really more to the point,
what can YOU offer the club this year?
Our events co-ordinator has got a varied
programme arranged for your entertainment/education; if there is someone who you think
would be a good demonstrator for the club then let the co-ordinator know and I’m sure he
will do his best to add them to the list for next year.
And just a reminder - after a demonstration please complete the Feedback form on the club
website; this enables the committee to judge the success of the demo and whether to invite
back the demonstrator. It is totally confidential so be honest in your answers.
There are six hands-on meetings throughout the year giving you and visitors the opportunity
to try out a new skill. In the past we have had some members demonstrating various
aspects of woodcraft - pen making, sharpening, scroll saw use etc. - so if you have a
particular skill then don’t be shy but share it with us all. You don’t have to stand in front of a
crowd of people which is intimidating to many people, just set up a table for four people at a
time. As an example, member Tony Reindorp who is accomplished in the marquetry field,
will be bringing along some spare equipment in February and conducting a workshop for
people who are considering trying it out.
Last year at each hands-on we mounted small displays of members’ work. This proved
popular and provided a talking point for those present and it is planned to continue this year
inviting six people per month. If you are asked to exhibit a few things, then again don’t be
shy but bring along some items you have made and add them to the display.
Our Open Day in June is our opportunity to showcase the club and communicate to people
what we do and hopefully gain some new members. A lot of people are still unaware of our
existence so do your best to promote us at all times. It’s expected that the 2016 Open Day
will follow the format of the last one but if you have any ideas of how we can improve our
offering . . . . . . . you know who to talk to!!!
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A Message from your Chairman
Dear Members,
WELCOME TO 2016! As I start my second term of oﬃce as Chairman I am conscious that this is a year where
we have to take acFon and make DDWC an even beGer place to spend our Club days. By that I don't mean
that we need a revoluFon, as I'm sure we can tweak and improve some elements of our acFviFes to make the
days more enjoyable for all members. When I joined the Club, I was a complete novice and had liGle or no
idea how to turn a piece of wood. Whilst various members oﬀered help and assistance on hands-on days I
would have welcomed a more structured approach to my basic educaFon. Some may say, I should have gone
on a course and paid to learn. However, what I did get from the Club was conﬁdence to try things at home,
so that when I did eventually go on a course, I was conﬁdent to use chisels and knew the diﬀerence between
them. I would really like to oﬀer this experience to new members, be it turning, carving or whatever. I hope
that during the course of this year I will be able to encourage our more 'expert' members to conFnue to share
their knowledge and help build the conﬁdence of our less experienced members even more than we have
done in the past. Similarly for ALL our members, hands on days are for experimenFng, solving your problems
and broadening your knowledge as well as socialising. So please let's use the equipment we have available
to saFsfy our needs.
As someone who is hard of hearing (selecFve according to Mrs P), I am also keen to see considerable
improvements to the audio and visual side of demonstraFon days. There is nothing worse than having to
extrapolate between words to try and understand what a demonstrator is saying or struggle to see what is
happening. To that end, I hope that the commiGee will agree to the purchase of some new video cameras
and a new sound system, thereby helping us all to get more out of demo days.
The Club has assets by way of tools, books and videos and I will acFvely encourage members to make full use
of these to improve their techniques and try other disciplines without having the expense of buying
expensive tools. In January, we will start a list of new equipment to buy and the commiGee will prioriFse
purchases.
Finally, this is YOUR Club. Please let me or any of the commiGee know if you think improvements can be
made or changes are necessary. My aim is to reach our target membership of 50 and to retain as many
members as possible over the coming year. I can only achieve this with your conFnued support, so I take this
opportunity to thank you all in advance.
Wishing you all a very happy and prosperous New Year

Derek Puplett
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Your New Committee

Chairman - Derek Puplett

Secretary - Roger King

Treasurer - Digby Owen

Vice-Chairman - Philip Jones

Librarian - Chris Carlton-Bull

Tools Co-ordinator - Tom Livesey

Events Co-ordinator - Dick Potter

Competitions Co-ordinator and Newsletter/Website Editor
James Sharpe
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Competition Winners - 2015
Masters’ Competition
Name

Entries

Points

Members’ Open Competition
Name

Entries

Points

1

Peter Fantham

9

36

1

Dick Potter

11

33

2

John Henbery

7

22

2

Eric Hudson

7

22

3

James Sharpe

6

21

3

John Waring

7

21

4

John McConnell

2

7

4

Doug Moseley

8

20

5

Tom Livesey

2

5

5

Philip Jones

7

15

6

Geoff Nellis

1

2

6

Tony Reindorp

5

13

7

Roger King

3

9

8

Derek Puplett

3

6

9

Digby Owen

2

5

10=

Terry Plews

1

3

10=

Chris Carlton-Bull

2

3

10=

Peter McGrory

1

3

13=

Mike Browning

1

2

13=

David Hill

1

2

Christmas Competition
Name
1

Derek Puplett

2

Ernie Hanson

3

John Henbery

4

Eric Hudson

5=

John Waring

5=

Philip Jones

5=

Tony Reindorp

8=

Dick Potter

8=

Douglas Moseley

8=

Peter McGrory

8=

Danny Gallacher

12

John McConnell

Twelve people took up the Xmas Challenge of
making a Xmas themed item from a piece of
Sycamore measuring 3”x3”x10”. There were some
excellent entries and voting was close requiring our
independent adjudicator Geoff Nellis to add his
casting vote. Derek Puplett triumphed making it his
second Xmas Challenge win - who is going to stop
his run of success????

Unfortunately the number of competition entries
in 2015 showed a decrease over the previous
year. Everyone is urged to have a go, you
never know what might happen!! Remember, if
you entered each competition this year and
were unplaced in each one, you would still have
accumulated sufficient points to end the year in
fifth place.
You will find the themes for 2016 towards the
back of the newsletter, so take a copy of the
page and hang it on the wall in your workshop
as a reminder and make 2016 the year you
came in the top three of the league table.
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November meeting

Dick Potter gives some advice to members and
visitors wishing to further their turning knowledge.
Its good to see a young recruit to the club and I
understand he has now acquired a lathe so here’s
hoping we soon see a contribution from him on the
competition table.

The carvers seem to get younger!!

November’s meeting was
hands-on with a number of
visitors present to try out both
carving and turning

Left: Turning lead Roger
King discusses various
aspects of the craft with
part of his “flock”.

This girl said she recognised me from the vegetarian club, but I'd never met herbivore.
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Masters’ Competition - November
Left - Peter Fantham’s bowl turned
from a piece of Olive root. He found
the wood on the Greek Island of
Symi in the local baker’s wood pile!
The bowl element of the piece was
turned while the remainder was wire
brushed and sanded. The wood as
discovered is seen at left centre; I
understand he managed to “import”
a second piece (bottom left) which
we will most likely see in the near
future!
Below: James Sharpe experiments
with pewter and acrylic resin to
comply with the rules of the theme.
An artificial flower was embedded in
the resin prior to an extended nerve
racking shaping session!
For
a n y o n e
wanting to
experiment
with resin,
better results
are obtained
with a scraper
(light touch)
rather than a
gouge. This to
be followed by
grits down to
14000 grade
and then either
a burnishing
cream
or
colour restorer
such as T-Cut.
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Members’ Open Competition - November 2015
Right: Eric Hudson’s winning entry in Mahogany and Oak
providing a good example of his spiralling and segmenting
skills.
Below: Peter McGrory entered this Nativity scene carved from
Lime wood securing him second place. (Incidentally this has
proved very popular with people who viewed our Facebook
page.)

The third spot was shared by (left) Dick Potter with his bowl in Yew grabbing a bonus point by
using some New Zealand Paua shell as a “filler” . . . and (right) Derek Puplett with his lidded
bowl again in Yew and the lid in ebonised Mahogany.

continued on next page
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Members’ Open Competition - November 2015
continued
Also on the table was
Philip Jones’ umbrella
stand in Oak
complete with a
Denby pottery dish to
catch the water and
Chris Carlton-Bull’s
carved miniature
book key fob in Oak
and Pine (he’s
determined not to
lose the library key!!!!)
Below we see a set of
coasters in Oak with
pewter inserts from
Douglas Moseley,
again someone else
grabbing a bonus
point by following the
theme.

More puns for educated minds:
Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies
like a banana.
A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab
centre said "Keep Off the Grass."
If you jumped off the bridge in Paris,
you'd be in Seine.
Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were
chilly, so they lit a fire in the craft.
Unsurprisingly it sank, proving once
again that you can't have your kayak
and heat it.

How is it that we put a man on the moon
before we figured out it would be a good idea
to put wheels on luggage?

The surest sign that
intelligent life exists
elsewhere in the universe
is that it has never tried to
contact us.
~Bill Watterson, Calvin and
Hobbes

8 of 16

NEWSLETTER OF THE DERBYSHIRE DALES WOODCRAFT CLUB

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016

Every one a winner!!
Monthly competition winners
Left: Chairman Derek Puplett presents the Everard Judge Memorial Trophy to Peter
Fantham, winner of the Masters’ Class.
Right: Dick Potter is presented with the club trophy as winner of the Members’ Open Class

The Christmas Challenge
Left: Geoff Nellis presents a voucher for £20 to the
winner Derek Puplett.
Below left: Second placed Ernie Hanson receives
his £15 voucher.
Below right: Third placed John Henbery receives a
£10 voucher.
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The Xmas Challenge - 2015
The challenge this year was to produce a Xmas themed item from a piece of Sycamore
measuring 10” x 3” x 3”. It was permittted to add materials to the supplied wood but the
finished article had to be composed of at least 51% of the supplied Sycamore. Cash prizes of
£20, £15 and £10 were on offer for the first three places. Twelve people put an entry on the
table and once again we had some outstanding entries leading to some very tight voting
making it necessary for our independent adjudicator, Geoff Nellis, to place his casting vote.

First place went to Derek Puplett
for his Christmas cracker - it even
featured a “snap” designed to
catch out anyone putting it to the
test! So that’s twice out of three
years that Derek has won this
competition, will next Xmas see
his hat-trick??!!

Second prize went to Ernie Hanson for his
Santa’s sleigh.

Staying on the Santa sleigh
theme, third place was taken by
John Henbery for his skillful
scroll saw work in producing this
Xmas scene.
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Masters’ Class Winner 2015

Some of the items produced in 2015 by
Masters’ class winner Peter Fantham.
Those of you who aren’t familiar with
Peter’s style should know that generally
speaking, if it is big then he has made it!!
Well done Peter, a well deserved win!

11 of 16

NEWSLETTER OF THE DERBYSHIRE DALES WOODCRAFT CLUB

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016

Members’ Open Class Winner 2015

Dick Potter as winner of the Open
Members’ class is now promoted to the
premier division that is the Masters’
Class. Dick entered every competition
and his perseverance paid off - well
done!! Here we see some items he
has made in the last twelve months.
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John Fidoe
Many of you will already be aware of the death of our member
John Fidoe. John joined the club over ten years ago and had
spent most of that time filling the position of librarian. Sadly
during the more recent times we saw him bravely battle the
problems associated with Parkinson’s Disease.
John was born in Cardiff in 1938 and later attended Bristol
Grammar School. As the years progressed he was called up
to National Service when he joined the Parachute Regiment, a
period in his life which he thoroughly enjoyed providing him
with many wonderful memories. While in the Paras he ignored
that service men’s golden rule and volunteered for many
things becoming a glider pilot and the best rifle shot in his
regiment. He also spent some time serving in Cyprus.
After leaving the Paras he went to The Royal Agricultural College in Cirencester where he
met Gloria; they were married in 1961. Claire, the other
love of his life was born in 1966.
Following his period at college John became a farmer for
seven years then went on to several international sales
roles in Agriculture before changing career completely
and became International Sales Manager within bank
note printing companies. John’s career involved much
international travel and during this time he met several
world leaders. Gloria also had the opportunity to travel
on occasion with him.
His main love, apart from his family, was sailing; John
was in the 1980 Olympic Sailing Squad but unfortunately
the Russians scuppered participation!
oooooOooooo

Thanks
On a happier note I would like to place on record the committee’s
thanks to member Bill Morley for once again providing trophies
that the competition winners could keep for all time. (example left)
These are much valued by the winners giving them a tangible
reminder of their success once the annual trophies have been
returned.
Bill’s efforts and generosity are greatly appreciated by the
committee.

James Sharpe
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Here’s a chance to get those grey cells active again after all that imbibing of strong liquids over the
festive period! All the clues/answers are in some way wood related (possibly a little tenuous at
times) so give it a go. There are embryo plans to repeat this feature in other issues but we need
your help. If every member came up with one clue/answer we would be well on the way to creating
two more puzzles. Send your ideas to “woodworms@ddwc.co.uk”
Thanks to Chris Carlton-Bull and Derek Puplett for their assistance in compiling this puzzle.
(answers on page 15)
James Sharpe
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Club Programme of Events - 2016
Meeting

Competition (Open/Theme)

January 9th. - Hands-on

Open

February 6th. - Hands-on

Open

March 5th. - The Tiny Turner (Emma Cook)
Carving on woodturning

Two chess pieces (maximum
height 10cm.)

April 2nd. - Hands-on

Open

May 7th. - Paul Bellamy woodturner

Any off-centre turned item

June 4th. -

Open Day

Open

July 2nd. -

Ken Allen - woodturner.

A goblet (maximum height 20cm.)

August 6th. - Hands-on

Open

September 3rd. - Hands-on

A spinning top (no metal additions!)
An extra bonus point awarded to
the one in each class that spins
for the longest time!

October 1st. - Lee Stoffer - Woodcarver
with a scorp & sharpening
November 5th. - Hands-on

Open

December 3rd. - A.G.M. and Xmas Fuddle

No competition but there may be a
special Xmas one - watch this
space.

Crossword Answers
Across - 3. FORSTNER, 9. PURPLEHEART,
11. SPRUCE, 13. OLIVE, 14. ENTS, 15. OAK,
16. MAPLE, 17. SKEW, 18. BASSWOOD,
21. HICKORY, 22. ZEBRANO, 23. CYPRESS,
25. ASH, 27. IROKO, 29. BIRCH

Something that makes a noise

Down - 1. BANKSIA, 2. CHERRY, 4.
EUCALYPTUS, 5. ASPEN,
6. PETESEEGER, 7. LIME,
8. SILVERBIRCH, 10. LONDONPLANE,
12. CEDAR, 18. BOXWOOD,
19. SYCAMORE, 20. WALNUT, 21. HOLLY,
23. CHESTNUT, 24. SEQUOIA,
26. WILLOW, 28. ROWAN.
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Are You a Logophile?
“Logophile” is a word used to describe
someone with a love of phrases, such as "you
can tune a piano, but you can't tuna
fish", or "to write with a broken pencil is
pointless."
A competition to see who can come up with
the best Logophile is held every year.
This year's winning submission is posted at
the very end.
.. When fish are in schools, they sometimes
take debate.
.. A thief who stole a calendar got twelve
months.
.. The batteries were given out free of charge.
.. A dentist and a manicurist married. They
fought tooth and nail.
.. A will is a dead giveaway.
.. With her marriage, she got a new name
and a dress.
.. A boiled egg is hard to beat.
.. Police were called to a day care centre
where a three-year-old was resisting a rest.
.. A bicycle can't stand alone; it is two tired.
.. When a clock is hungry it goes back four
seconds.
.. The guy who fell onto an upholstery
machine is now fully recovered.
.. He had a photographic memory which was
never developed.
.. When she saw her first strands of gray hair
she thought she'd dye.
.. Acupuncture is a jab well done. That's the
point of it.
And the cream of the wretched crop:
Those who get too big for their pants will be
exposed in the end.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016

Club Contacts
Chairman - Derek Puplett
chairman@ddwc.co.uk
Vice-Chairman - Philip Jones
vicechair@ddwc.co.uk
Secretary - Roger King
secretary@ddwc.co.uk
Treasurer - Digby Owen
treasurer@ddwc.co.uk
Demonstration Co-ordinator - Dick Potter
Tools Co-ordinator - Tom Livesey
Librarian - Chris Carlton-Bull
library@ddwc.co.uk
Competitions Co-ordinator/Woodworms
Editor - James Sharpe
woodworms@ddwc.co.uk
Should you wish to contact anyone NOT
displaying an email address then use
info@ddwc.co.uk and your message will be
forwarded to the appropriate person.

Woodworms - Independent newsletter of
Derbyshire Dales Woodcraft Club.
Editor/publisher : James Sharpe
20 Beech Drive,
Ashbourne DE6 1HL
01335 344 933

Key Dates 2016
18/19th March - Midlands Woodworking
Show - Newark, Notts.
18th May - Turners Retreat Day Trip.
4th June - Our Open Day

P.S. I am reading a book about antigravity. It
is impossible to put down.
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